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that proposition to be out of order, and, therefore, 
that it had not been received. 

Mr. HOLMES declared that no such vote had 
ever been taken. 

Calls to order, and cries of ‘* Call the roll.”") 

r. HOLMES. The vote of which the Clerk 
speaks was on ordering the yeas and nays. If 
ntiemen choose to violate the rights of a member, 
he (Mr. H.) would stand up for that member, even | 
though it was Mr. Gippinas. 

[Calls to order, and some laughter. } 

The Cierk stated the question of order. 

Mr. VINTON submitted that there could be no | 
question of order whilst the roll was being called. 

{Cries : ** Call the roil.”’) 

Mr. BURT rose ‘to say, that, after one gentle- 
man had ans@ered to his name, on the call of the | 
roll, the Clerk had no right to recognize any | 
member. 

Mr. HOLMES said there was no such rule in | 
existence now as that laid down by the gentleman | 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron. ] 

Mr. VINTON, The point has been decided by 
the House a hundred times. 

Some animated conversation passed between 
Messrs. Vinton and Homes, of which nothing | 
is known to the reporter beyond the gesticulations 
which accompanied it. 





was no parliamentary rule (and .under that law 
they were now acting) by which his question was 
out of order. 

{A voice: There is a rule of the House. } 

Mr. HOLMES. Of the House, yes; but no 
rules have been adopted for the government of this 
House. 

The CLerx proceeded with the call of the roll. 

Mr. HOLMES insisted on the question. 


} 


Mr. HOLMES. I will not give up a principle, 
evenjthough Mr. Gippines himself does. 

{Roars of laughter and calls to order. ] 

The CLerk proceeded with the call of the roll. 

Mr. HOLMES, (turning to Mr. Gippines.) Do 
you give itup, Mr. Gippines? (Laughter.] 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) No, but the 


Creek has entered it upon the Journal as being | 


rejected. , 
Here the conversation ended. 


The Creek proceeded with thecall of the roll, 
which having been completed the vote was an- 
nounced—yeas 113, nays 106, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
William J. Brown, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. Butler, George 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 


Clarke, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dehberry, Dickey, 


Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Alex. Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hehard, Henry, Hib- 
bard, Houston, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. John- 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. Eien, James G. King, 
John A. King, Leffler, Littlefield, H. Mann, Job Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Finis E. Me Lean, Meach- 
am, Moore,Morse, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peasiee, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rum- 
sey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stan- 
ur P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, T. Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, 
- Thompson, Thurman Underhill, V 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—113. 
NAYS—Mesars. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Bart, E. C. Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch. Giddings, 
» Green, Hackett, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hilliard, Holladay, 
Hofmes, Howard owt Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Robert W. 


H 
Johnson, Jones, Jutian King, La Sére, 
McDowell, McGaughey, McLanahan, 
Rohert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen ili 
Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, M Old 
Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, Potter, li, Richard- 
ton, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Alexander H. . 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob p- 


Thompson, James 
son, W. » Toowbs, Taek, Venable, Walden 
Ww > 
tae nan woe esate ca bag 

So the original proposition of Mr. Stanton was 
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| 
| 
| 
[Calls to order, and ** Go on with the roll.’’] | 
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question. 


journ. H. 


House that the roll be called. 


which the proposition of Mr. Sranron had been | 
adopted. 


‘* ‘There is no necessity for the motion.”’ 


the permission of the House, 1 wish to make a | 
statement relating to myself. 
of this resolution—which I earnestly hope will 
lead to an organization—I presume, of course, it | 
is desirable that the members of each party should | 
vote for their respective favorites. 
have their favorite, and we have ours; and all who || 

erat ; '| wish an organization will vote for some gentleman || 
Mr. HOLMES insisted on the question. There | of whose election we can have a reasonable hope. || », 
| [ most respectfully but earnestly express the wish | 
|| that no gentleman will vote for me, but that they 
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pp 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 
There was now a general demand over the | 
MreASHMUN rose, he said, to a privileged | 


j 
i 


Mr. WOOD moved that the House do now ad- | 


The Crerx stated the motion— 
And the question thereon having been taken, it | 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Cries of ‘* Call the roll.] 
r. ASHMUN moved to reconsider the vote by 


Several members: ** We have no rules’’— | 


Mr. ASHMUN withdrew his motion. 
[Cries of ** The rol?’—** Call the roll.’’] 
Mr. STANLY rose and said: Mr. Clerk, with | 


After the adoption | 


| will all, for the sake of the country, give their | 





an Dyke, Vinton, | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


votes for him who is decidedly the favorite of the | 


personal announcement. 
and painful struggle which had ensued in regard || 
to the Speakership, his name had been introduced, | 
and the poll for several days past showed an in- | 
creasing vote in his favor. 
pected nor in any way solicited this flattering dis- || 
tinction. 


! 


Whig party, as I shall. 


The other side | 


| 


i 
| 


was decided in the negative, without a divisidn. || 


| 
| 
i 


| Reynolds, 


} 
| 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
' 
} 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose, he said, to make a || 


During the protracted | 


He had neither ex- 


To its kind authors he begged to return 
his grateful acknowledgments, which, although an 
humble tribute, he hoped they would receive. He 


i 
j 


had not wished at any time to be placed as an as- | 


pirant for the Speakership; on the contrary, he | 


would avoid rather than court its weighty respon- — 
sibilities. With this feeling, therefore, he would 
beseech his friends—those who had voted for him, | 
and those who might be disposed to do so—to 


withhold their suffrages from him, that they might | 
be bestowed upon some other member more worthy | 
to receive them, and more likely to be elected. | 


Mr. McC. repeated this request. 
THE SPEAKERSHIP. 
The House again proceeded to vote viva voce for 
the election of Speaker. 


Messrs. Venas.e of North Carolina, Henry of | 
Vermont, and Van Dyke of New Jersey, resumed | 
their seats at the Clerk’s table as tellers to count | 


the vote. 
The roll was then called for the sixtieth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 217; necessary to a choice 109; 
of which— 
Mr. Howell Cobb received..........+++ 95 
Mr. Winthrop. ..eccecccseececcnecess 90 
Me. Wilmot. oc ccccceccccoccccccocce 
Mr. Morehead. .....2cccccecccccccsece 
Mr. Strong. ......ceeresceeecceneceers 
Mr. EB. C. Cabell... .cccscccccccscrecs 
Mr. McGaughey. «...s.seeeeeceseseees 
Dien POU oo oc ce cc ccccces gs ceccccecse 
Mr. BOyd.. nce sccecceccccccsccccscese 
Mr. Bowie ......ccececccecccctsnccess 
Mr. CME < oae sets as ible abeatesies ¢ 


we 0 00 oO 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Howell Cobbp—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. 
G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Bart, — A Cald- 
well, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, ,» Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
w. Sern Foemte Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holaday, 
Howard, , Andrew Johneon, Robert W. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 








|} Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


i 


Jones, ‘ 


| 
| 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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Kaufman, La Sére Leffler, Littlefield Job Mann, Mason, 
McClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. Me.Lane, 
MeMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Peaslee, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rows, Savage, Sawtelle, F. 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Witliam 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wetlborn, 
Wentworth, Whitilesey, Wildgick, and Young. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evaus, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Preediey, Gonde- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Bay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jacksen, J. L 
Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, J. G. King, 


|| John A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 


Kissock, Finis E. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Potnam, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Tajtor, 
John B. Thomyson, Thurman, Underhiit, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wiimot—Messrs. Ailen, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Julian, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. McGaughey—Measrs. Baker, Campbell, and 
Crowell. 

For Mr. Morehend—Messrs. E. C. Cubell, Clingman, Hil- 
liard, and Winthrop. 

Foc Mr. E. C. Cabell—Messra. Morton, Owen, A. H. Ste- 
phens, and ‘Toombs. 
. i Mr. Strong—Messrs. J. Cable, Cleveland, Doty, and 

eck. 
os Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Holmes, Woodward, and Hub- 
ard. 


For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Fitch, Harlan, and Wood. 

For Mr. Bowie—Mr. Alston. . 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wipnot. 

No choice. 

{ When the name of Mr. Carrrer, of Ohio, was 
calied, that gentleman rose, and was understood to 
say, that he had agreed to pair of with the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin,] who had 
been called away by sickness in his family. If, 
before a decision was made, the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania: should vote, he (Mr. C.) would do 


so also.] 
The roll was then called the sixty-first time, 


|| when the tellers reported that the whole number 
‘| of votes given in was 220; necessaryto a choice 


111; of which— 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, received.........-96 
« Winthrop .ccccsrcccccscecccseseesO2 
» WilM0t... ccc ccscccccsrccesnccvses 9 
+ Morehead. ...ceccccccscccccccccees 
Die. Grr 0ng « o.c0ccvecs cteed ve etekevnsives 


Mr. McGaughey.......ccccecsseseesees 
DGt PUNE: vices tape cdacdesie benegnueka 
Mer. Boyd... cccacccccccvesacccnscaces 
Mr. Cabell, of Florida... ...ccesceseeees 


. Stephens, of Georgia. .....+-.+.+5+- 
BEY. "ROGGMIGS, bo exe's mes cn ce oe kaeneene 4 
i TOR isc cnn ciedic onn.ce.es o6-nune ne 
Mes VitteOscie ivn tin bc cc cetisetossssted J 
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The following is the vote in detail; 

For Mr. Howell Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayiy, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon. Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. 
Caldwell, Cartter. W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hali, Hamilton, Hammond, Haraison, Harmanson, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland Holiaday, Howard, tnze, Andrew Jobnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McCiernand, MeDowell, McLanahan, 
R. M McLane, McMullen, McQueen Me Willie, Meade, 
Miller, Milison, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Bos-, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Seven, ee 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Teemgeais . 
Thompson, Venatiie, Walden, Waldo, Waliace, Welibora 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young. 
~ Por Mr. R. O. Winthror—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashbmun, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester Buter, Taomas B. Butier, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke , Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey xon Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evan:, Nathan Evans, Fowler, reediey, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway; Hampton, Hay, 


ee LWW Sp 


| Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, J. L. 


Johneon, 


err, D. P. King, G. G. — J. A. King, Jas. Q, 
King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, 
F. E McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nes, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoouix, Piiman, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Se Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, J. B. Thomp- 













































: - @on, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, 
E4 White, Withams, and Wiison. 
, For Mr. Wimot—Mesers. Allen, Booth, Durkee, Howe, 
Julian, P. King, Root, Tuck, and Giddings. 
For Mr. Morehead—Mesers. Aision, Hilliard, Mor.on, and 
A. H. Stephens. 
ake Mr. McGaughey~—Messrs. Baker, Campbell, and 
: well. 
i cit Mr. Strong—Messre. Cleveland, Dowy, Peck, and Jos. 


le, 

ig Mr. Boyd~Messrs. Holmes, Habbard, and Wood- 
ward. 

For Mr. Potter—Mesers. Harlan, Wood, and Fitch. 

For Mr. E. C, Cabell—Mesars. Owen and ‘Toombs, 

Por Mr. 4. H. Stephens—Mr. EB. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Toombs— M1, Clingman. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wjimot. 

For Mr. Vinton—Mr. Winthrop. 


: No choice. 


When the name of Mr. Case was called, that 
gentleman rose and said: 

Can have the privilege, before I vote, of put- 
ting a question to Mr. Coss? 

[Cries of “* Yes—no—hear him—go on with the 
rolt.”’}. 

So si sation being persisted in, Mr. C. was not 


eard. 
Mr. BAKER moved that the House adjourn. 
Cries of **Go on with the roll.’’} 
he question on the motion was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

[Cries of ** Call the roll.’”’] 

‘The roll was then called the sixty-second time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of vores given was 221; necessary to a choice 111; 
of which— 

Mr. Fi. Cobb received......6ee.ceceee es 97 

Mr. Winthrop... ..ccscsccccscccerccee Dd | 
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The most intense interest was manifested in 
every part of the Hall. 

The roll was then called the sixty-third and last 
time; Mr. Venasre, of North Carolina, one of the 
tellers, checking the votes, and announcing, in a 
distinct and audible voice, as a vote was added to 
the name of Mr. Winturop or Mr. Coss, the 
aggregate number of votes which either had re- 
ceived, 

[When the name of Mr. J. Canue was called, 
that gentleman rose and said: Under protest, | 

| vote for Howe Coss } 

[When the name of Mr. Haran was called, 
Mr. H. rose, and was understood to say that from 
| conversations he had heard on this floor, from 
personal conversations, and from a knowledge of 
the qualifications of the two gentlemen, he inciined 
to the belief that, as it was now reduced to a cer- 
tainty that one of the two would be elected, it 
would be safe for him to cast his vote for HowELt 
Coss. He therefore did so0.] 

The roll was called for the sixty-third time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given in was 221; of which— 

Mr. H. Cubb received. ..6.s..eeeeeeeeee ol 02 

Mr. Winthrop. ..cseeeBeccecccceecceces 9D 

Br. Wihenats 06:00 6 00000 60 00 de veins boosie 

Mr. Morehead. .....ccccccccsccssccccsses 

Mr. Strong. . 4... cccerecsecccccesssasecs 

Mr. A. H. Stephens. .....ccsccccccvccece 

Me. Coleock . o0cecccccccecsctccseccececs 

Mer. Durkee. ..0ccccscccsccdcccccccesecs 

Be. POUat s «vs 0000 ce owes ard e00s see sies 

Mr. Boyd. cccccseccscccccccccvcceasece 


22) 


bat feet pet et et OD 





Mr. Ne ee is eae 


Mr. Strong. ...ssscsecesecccssccescesee 4 || 
DIT. DEOPGNGON . soc bog sevibic thee tiecins, 4 
PEE OS 6a ckke eo eb ce ncvsvanchenberale | 
REGe UN Sas eibe aes Secivinds rn Gere DF 
ORs Shy Oubel o6 odis cieiec sv iccavececa® HI 
SOe, SU SiG di Shi ces Five toca Ge FI 
Mr. A. H. Stephens.......cceeeeeeeeeee | | 
on 221 || 







The following is the vote in detail : 


For Howell Cobb—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
George A. Caldwell, Carter, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dan- 
jel, Dunmick, Disney, Dunbam, Edmundson, re Feath- 
ersion, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, G een, Hackett, 
Ral!, Hami'ton. Hammond, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
H> gland, Hottaday, Howard, Inge, Andrew Jobuson, R. 
W., Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lituefieid, 
Jb Mann, Mason, McCiernand, McDonald, MeDoweil, 
MeLanahan, Rebert-M. McLane, MeMullien, McQueen, 
Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinaon, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H, Stanton, Stetson, Stroug, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jaeob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson; 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Welivorn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildriek, and Young. 

Bor Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butier, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
D-herty, Diekey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott Gould, 
Grinnell, Baltoway. Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
MeGaughey, McKissock, Finis B. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore, Morehead, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Ouis, Outlaw, Pievix, 
Pitman, Patnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rum 
sey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shep- 
perd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Bte- 


thse ineamnaenice ian instesntetivestt ences 


| 


Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 
For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Altea, Booth, Durkee, Gid- 
dings, Howe, Julian, P. King, Root, and Tuck. 
’ . a Mr. Strong—Messrs. J. Cable, Cleveland, Doty, and 
erk. 
Fur Mr. Morehead ~Messrs. Morton, Alex. H. Stephens, 
Toombs, and Winthrop. 
For Mr. Boyd—Meesre, Holmes, Hubbard, and Woodward. 
For Mr. Potter—Messrs. Harlan, Wood, and Fitch. 
For Mr. E. C. Cubell=Mersrs. Clingman and Hilliard. 


For Mr. A. H. St Mr. &. U. Cabell. 
Fov Mr. Durkee. r. Wilmot. 
No choice. 


The House had now reached the contingency 

contemplated in the proposition of Mr. Sranton. 

It had exhausted the three voti therein - 

vided for, without a result, and had arrived at 

that point where, in fulfillment of the agreement 
as entered into between the two parties, a Speaker 


eS was to be elected by a plurality vote. 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Howell Cohbh—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocuck, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Alvert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. 
Cable, George A, Caldwell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobh, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Danham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilinore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hackett, Ha 1, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, 
Hirlan, Harmanson, Ishain G Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Tnomas L. Harn, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holiaday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robt. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, 
MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, MeLauahan, Robert 
M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, McWulie, Meade, Mil- 
ler, Milison, Morris Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasxtee, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, Jas. 
Thomp-on, William Thompson, Venable, Walden Waldo, 
+ nag Wellborn, Wentworth, Whit lesey, Wildrick, and 

oung. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
derson, Andrews, Ashiwun, Baker, Bennett, Bukee. Bowie, 
Breck, Brivgs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butier, Thomas 
B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 
Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mat- 
teson. McGaughey, MeKiasock, Finis E. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, R-ynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tack, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
and Wilson. 

For Mr. Wilmot— Messrs Allen, Booth, Durkee, Giddings, 
Howe, Julian, Preston King, and Root. 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen, Alexander 
H. Stephens, and Toombs, 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Cleveland, Doty, and Peck. 

For Mr. 4. H. Stephens—Mr. E. C. Cabeil. 

For Mr. Ooleock - Mr. Holmes. 

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wiimot. 


| Mr. Potter—Mr. Wood. 
vené, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Und rhill, | ole AE Ned : 


For Mr. Boyd—Mr. Woodward. 
| When the names had been read by the Clerk, a 
| slight murmur of approbation, not amounting to a 
| distinct expression, passed over parts of the Hall. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD expressed the hope that 
no evidences of exultation would be exhibited. 
The aggregate result was how announced by 
Mr. Van Dyke on the part of the tellers—who 
}added that Howert Coss having received 102 
votes, had received the largest number cast for any 
| gentleman for whom votes had been given. 
| Mr. STANLY rose and said: I have risen to 
| offer a resolution to consummate the work of or- 
| ganization, which | trust in God is now so near its 
completion. 1 therefore send to the Clerk’s table 
this resolution. 
The galleries now broke out into loud applause. 
A demand was made that they should be cleared. 
The Crerx announced that an order to clear the 


Dec. 22, 


galleries would be given, if the disorder WAS re. 


Cee iecereenenetnaet a en meee 


peated. 

The resolution of Mr. Sranty was then read j 
the following words: ” 
Resolved, That the Hon. Howe ’ ; 
from the State of Georgia, be declared duly eleciea st 

of the House for the Thirty-firat Congress, 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. ROOT said, I desire the question to be taken 
by yeas and nays. . 

Mr. STANLY. Well, sir; agreed. 

The Ciean stated the question to be on orderip 
the yeas and nays. $ 

Great confusion in the Hall.} 

‘The Creag put the question, and declared tha 
the yeas and nays had been ordered by the House 

The Crerx proceeded to call the roll, and one 
rte members had answered to their names, 
when— 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed with the remark, | 
say that Howell Cobb is noto the Speaker of this 
House by its own order and action, without any 
resolution. 

Mr. ROOT (at the same time in Gnother part of 
the Hall) was declaring that, in this election, a great 
constitutional principle had been violated by a piu. 
rality vote, and that he desired his dissent to be 
placed on record. He wished to record his vote— 
let other gentlemen record theira. 

The confusion was very great. } 
he Crerx still proceeded with the eall of the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. SCHENCK repeated, in a loud voice, that 
a Speaker had been elected by the order of the 
House, and that the Clerk had no right there 
calling the roil until the Speaker was in the chair. 

[Great disorder, and cries “Go on with the 
roil.”’ 

Thecall of the roll having been at length com- 
pleted, the vote was announced as follows: yeas 


| £49, nays 34: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bay, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, 
Bokee, Booth, Bowden, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester 
Butier, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caid- 
well, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman,W. R.W. Cobb, Courad, 
Corwin, Deberry, Dimmiek, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan. Dunham, Edmund-on, A. Evans, N. Evans, Ewing, 
Fiteh,* Freedly, Fatier, Gerry, Gilmor:, Gorman, Gould, 
Green, Grinnell, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hanimond, 
Hawpton, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, £. 6. Harris, 8. 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haygoond, Henry, Hib- 
bard, Hoagland, Houston, Howard, Inge, Andiew Jubuaon, 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnsen, Jones, Kanfman, 
Kerr, George G. King, Jame; G. King, John A. King, La 
Sére, Li filer, Levin, Liulefield, Job Mann, Marstiall, Mc- 
Clernand, McDonald, Mc Dowell, McKissock, McLanahan, 
Robert M. McLane, Finis E. MeLean, Mc Willie, Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Mortis, Morse, Newell, Ozle, Olds, Orr, Ous, 
Parker, Peaslee, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, 
Stanly, Fre. e:ick P. Stanton, Richard A. Stanton, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Phomp-son, James Thomp- 
son, John B. Fhomp-on, William Thompson, | hurman, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Withams, Winthrop, Wood, 
and Young—147. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Andrews, Averett, Bayly, Burt, 
E. Carri n Cabell, Campbell, Cotcoek, Crowell, Vaniel, 
Durkee, Peatherston, Giddings, Hilliard, a 
Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Julian, Preston King aughey, 
McQteen, Morton, Outlaw, Gwen, Root, Alexander i. 
Stephens, ‘l'oombs, Tuck, Venable, Watlace, Wilmot, and 
Wood ward—H. . 


So the resolution was adopted. 

The Crerx then read the resolution, an: tequest- 
ed Mr. Wintakor of Massachusetts and Mr. Mc- 
Dowe t of Virginia to conduct the Speaker to the 
chair. 

The two gentlemen designated proceeded to dis- 
charge this duty, Mr. Winrnror approaching Mr. 
Coss with much good humor, and shaking hands 
cordially with him. ‘ 

Mr. Coss was thereupon conducted to the chair 
and took his seat. 

After a moment’s pause, the Speaker rose and 
addressed the House as follows: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

It would be useless to disguise the fact that | 
feel deeply embarrassed in taking thie chair under 
the circumstances attending my election. —s. 

Tam conscious of the difficulties by which this 


ition is surrounded at the present time. 
PThe peculiar organization of this body, 08 ¢% 
hibited in our proceedings since we first met—the 
nature and character of the various important snd 
exciting questions of public policy which will ot 

e our attention during the t session 
Gonguie-sbaipias to render the duties of the 
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liacly embarrassing, onerous, and re- || should rise in his seat and hold up his hand, and |! plied altogether to any conditional tponement 
Oe tle. meee “é that the oath be administered to ail atonce. } oF the ocher resahasiod. ere 
Fh may be permitted, therefore, to ask in advance The So was not adopted. |. Mr. WENTWORTH again expressed his will- 
our generous aid and support in the effort [shall || The SPEAKER then proceeded to administer | ingness that the resolution should be acied upon, 
yake firmly, faithfully, and impartially, to dis- | to the members, by States-—commencing with the | provided that which he had offered would not 
coerge its duties. | State of Maine—the prescribed oath to support the | thereby lose its place. 
‘ The country has been looking with anxiety to || Constitution of the United States. || Mr. VINTON said it was not his desire to ex- 
our efforts to effect an organization. The people This process (which occupied about half an | press any opinion in relation to the proposition of 
will contiaue to regard with intense interest every || hour) nae been concluded— | the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Wenrworen.] 
siep we take in our legislative course. Our duties || Mr. WENTWORTH claimed the floor, but That propo tion could be renewed at any time, 
will be laborious, Our responsibilities great. Let || yielded for the moment to ; All that he (Mr. V.) had said was, that in his 
ys, then, in view of these considerations, invoke Mr, KAUFMAN, who rose to a correction of | opinion the resolution would give rise to debate: 
in the discharge of these duties, a patriotism as the Journal. He stated that his name had been | and unless the gentleman from Illinois would with- 
broad as the Union, and as comprehensive as the omitted from the vote to lay on the table the prop- || draw it, he (Mr. V.) should move that it be laid 





ne ee 


Sa a oe 


oe session of Congress, be adopted as the rulea of this House 
, majority of ail the members. therefore, ask the gentleman to withdraw it for the || until otherwise ordered ; and that a standing commitiee of ‘ 
: , without a count of the negative, present, with a view to enable some gentleman to | five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on Es 
, The SPEAKER declared the motion agreed to, || offer the resolution which usually preceded all | “¥!e* ’ 
And the House adjourned. business proceedi hat was to say, aresolu- || The eleventh rule, which Mr. BOYD proposed 
eee te apres tion informing the Senate that the House of Rep- || to except, by the operation of the resolution, is in 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. resentatives was organized and ready to proceed to || the following words: 
j business—and also a resolution informing the Ex- | “ fn all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma- 
: Monpar, December 24, 1849. ecutive of the same fact, so that the message might || jority of the votes given shail be necessary 10 an election; 
P The SPEAKER éalled the House to order, at || be sent in. | Salton tie Salen akalk bet heneeied neal koala aaa 
twelve o’clock. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that, | tained. [April 7, 1789.] And in all ballotings, blanks shall 
: The Journal of Saturday was read. with the consent of the gentleman from [llinois, || be rejected, and not taken iuto the count in the enumeration 
When the reading had been concluded— [Mr. Wenrworru,] he (Mr. T.) would send to } of votes, or reported by the tellers ” [Sept. 15, 1837.] 
, Mr. WENTWORTH and Mr. KAUFMAN |\ the Speaker’s table a resolution of that kind. || Mr. BOYD, th explanation, said that his object 
addressed the Chair. Mr. WENTWORTH said that if his resolution | in excepting this rule was, to prevent the House 
. The floor was given to Mr. Wentworrn. would net lese its place, he had no objection to | getting into the same difficulty, in the choice of its 
Mr. KAUFMAN said he rose to a privileged || waive it for the purpose indicated by the gentle- || other officers, as that in which it had recently been "93 
j question. ‘ man from Ohio, EMr. Vinton.] | so long involved in respect to the election of i 
The SPEAKER said, he would state that no The SPEAKER said, that if there was noob- | Speaker. As it was probable that a discussion 
— was in order until the members of the || jection, the resolution of the gentleman from Illi- || might arise oo the resolution, it was his desire to 
{ ouse had been sworn in. A motion to amend || nois (Mr. Wenrworrtn] would be postponed until || move that the further consideration of it should be 
“4 the Journal, or pm other privileged question, || the resolution of the gentleman from Mississippi || postponed until to-morrow. ; a 
would then be in order. {Mr. Tuompeow] had been acted upon. The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
Mr. KAUFMAN inquired whether it would || | Mr. McCL AND objected to any condi- || motion to postpone. eo 
pe be in order now, to move to amend the || tional pos nt of the resolution. } Mr. WENTWORTH rose to inquire of the 
. y snl , Mr. THOMPSON repeated the expression ef | Speaker whether the motion to postpone was de- 
. _ the SPEAKER said, No; the motion might || the hope that the from Lllinois would || batable ? 
a give rise to debate. allow the resolution to be introduced and acted || The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
: Mr. KAUPMAN said that he would then make upon. || within a limited extent, the resulutioa was deba- 
it AE “Emouon after the members.had been swornin. || Mr. McCLERNAND explained that he had no | table 
. Mr. JONES ,» that, as the roll was 





pature and character of her various interests and 
institutions. Guided by this spirit, under the 
blessing of Heaven, our action will result in the 
conunued prosperity of our common country. 

Accept, gentlemen, a. grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the honor you have conferred on me in 
selecting me as your presiding officer during the 
present Congress. 

Mr. VINTON. Mr. Speaker, the annual. 
communication from the Executive has so long 
been delayed that the country, as a matter of 
course, is very desirous of knowing what it is. 
For the purpose, therefore, of preparing the way 
for offering the customary resolution informing the 
Senate that this House is organized, and the Presi- 
dent that both Houses are organized and ready to 
receive any communication from him, I move that 
the Chair now proceed to swear in the members of 
this House. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done without 
the necessity for a motion. 

Ihe Cuerx. Mr. Linn Boyd, a Representative 
from Kentucky, and the oldest consecutive mem- 
ber of the House, will piease administer the oath 
of office to the Speaker elect. . 

The Sezaxer accordingly descended from his 
seat, and took the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States—administered by Mr. Boyp. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I desire 
to make one remark: that is, to swear in the mem- 
bers this evening will takesome time. I[t will not 
advance us at all in getting the Executive commu- 
nications, because this must be done in conjunction 
with the Senate, and cannot be done until Monday 
morning. { therefore move that the House adjourn 
to Monday, the usual hour, twelve o’clock. 

Mr. JONES suggested to the gentleman from 
Mississippi the propriety of so modifying the mo- 
tion aa to adjourn to ten or eleven o’clock, a. m., 
on Monday, to enable the members of the House 
. take the oath of office before the meeting of the 

nate. 

The SPEAKER reminded Mr. Jones that the 
motion to adjourn was not debatable. 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the motion 
toadjourn, and Messrs. Rosinsonand McMoLien 
were appointed. 

The affirmative vote was reported—122 being a 


called, each member who answered to his name 


| osition of Mr. Srawron, and the amendment pro- || on the table. 
posed thereto, providing a mode for the election of Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that his reso- 
Speaker. He voted in the negative. || lution should lie informally on the table, If any 
Mr. HOAGLAND roseand said: Mr. Speaker, | gentleman should offer a proposition of a similar 
in looking over the reported proceedings of Sutur- | character, before his own was acted apon, he 
day, | perceive my vote has not been Sheen on || should offer his as an amendment. 
a resolution which was passed by the House. If | . 
{ should dislike one puuaien aux than another, it || THR VER AL COMMEST EOD: 
would be that one which might place me before | Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then sent to 
the country as having evaded any uestion that \ the Speaker’s table the following resolution, which 
| might legitimately come betore the House for its | was read: 
action; and mure especially one of such moment, || Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate to in- 
| and partaking so much of principle, as the resolu- | frm ut bady wat x quoruo of the, Howse of Reprewenta 
tion to which I refer—a resolution, sir, which || Representatives from the State of Georgia, has Ieee anooun 
doubtless furnished the basis of your success to || Speaker, and that the House is now ready to proceed to 
that chair, and one that may be looked to and re- business, and that the Clerk do go with said message. 
garded as a precedent for future legislation. 1 | The resolution having been read, the question 
allude, sir, to the resolution introduced by the hon- | was taken, and the resolution was adopted. 
orable gentleman from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Stanton,} || Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and said that 
and upon which | gave a negative vove. That the | he held in his hand a resolution, which (he was 
record may not atford a subject for animadversion ! understood to say) he had twice before had the 
and improper imputation, | desire, sir, to have it || honor to offer, providing for the distribution of 
corrected. I not only voted on the proposition _ seats. 
mentioned, but have, | believe, upon all questions, || Mr THOMPSON, of Pennaylvania, rose and 
resolutions, and motions which have been acted || asked the gentieman from Maryland (Mr. Evans 
upon since | have had the honor of being a member | to give way for a moment, to allow him (Mr. TS 
of this body. || to introduce a resolution which, he said, was ne- 
Mr. DUER moved to amend the Journal of Sat- | cessary to the organization of the House. 
urday last, so as to show.that he did not vote on || Mr. EVANS yielded the floor for the purpose 
the vote to rescind the resolution forbidding de- | indicated: 
bate. He was incorrectly reported as voung in || Mr. THOMPSON then offered the following 
the affirmative. ; i resolution, which was read: 
Mr. D. also, by unanimous consent, moved to || Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of 
correct the Journal of the 17th instant, so as to || this House, to join such cominitiee as may be appointed on 
show, that on the motion to lay on the table the || (he part of the Senate, to wait on the President of the United 


: |, States and inform him that a quorum of the House of Rep- 
resolution offered by Mr. Tuompson, of Kentucky, |) p.centatives is assembled, and that Congress is ready to 


for the appointment of a committee to reporta receive any communication he may be pledsed te make. 
plan for the organization of the House, he voted | ‘The resolution was adopted. 


in the negative. He was not recorded ashaving || And the following members were appointed biy 
voted on the question. 


| the Speaker the said committee: 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. | Mr. Tuompson of Pennsylvania, Mr. Vinrow of 
Mr. WENTWORTH then sent to the Speak- |; Ohio, and Mr. Houmes of South Carolina. 
er’s table a resolution for the adoption of certain | RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
rules of the last House of Representatives at the || Mr. BOYD rose, he said, to offer the resolution 
close of its session. ' } which he would send to the Chair, 

Mr. VINTON rose and —— he would sug- || “The resolution was read as follows: 

ce it 

ons] thar it, was very probable this resolution | , R:oleeh That the rulof ihe House of Representativer, 
ous give vies w dabam. «Ibe (Mr. V.) would, } except the eleventh rule, as existed at the close of the last 








ion to the renpuasion the gentleman from | Mr. WENTWORTH expressed the opinion 
Missiatpa {Mr. ene: Hs objection ap- |’ that the preference of the House would be that the 


“ore : 
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old rules should be adopted temporarily. There 
were some of the old rules for the readoption of 
which he was not himself willing to vote; and || 
there were some which he thought could not re- | 
ceive the votes of a majority of the House. For || 
these reasons, he should at the proper time offer |, 
an amendment, providing for the adoption tempo- | 
rarily of the rales of the last House of Represent- || 
atives, and also providing for the appointment of | 
a Committee on the Rules, which sould report | 
back to the House such rvles as, in their opinion, || 
should be readopted. This was the substance of || 


the proposition he had offered. He gave notice || 


that he should offer it as an amendment to the || 
resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. || 


80 to modify his resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion to postpone the further consideration of | 
the resolution until to-morrow. i| 

| 


Boyp,) unless that gentleman should think proper || 


Mr. SCHENCK rose to inquire whether the 
resolution was now open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER said that no amendment was 
now in order. The amendment of the gentleman || 
from.Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] might, however, by | 
general consent, be read for information. 

The amendment of Mr. Scuenc« was then read 
in the following words: 

“Exeept so much of said rules as provide for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Commerce aud a Commitice of | 
Roads and Canals; and that instead thereof, there be ap- | 
pointed two comin:ttees, of nine members each—one com- 
mittee to be calied the Committee on Foreign Commerce, 
and the other to be called the Committee on Commerce 
among the States. 

* It shall be the duty of the Committee on Foreign Com- || 
merce to take into consideration, and report upon ail sub- 
jects and matters referred to them, or hav ng relation to the 
foreign commerce of the country. 

“ft shall be the duty of the Committee on Commerce 
among the States to take into consideration, and report upoo, 
all subjects and matters referred to them, and relating to 
commerce, and means of commerce, among the States.” 


And the question was then taken on the motion || 
to postpone, and was decided in the affirmative 
without a division. 

So the consideration of the resolution was post- || 


poned until to-morrow. 
SEATS. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and offered the 
resolution which he had heretofore in«licated his | 
intenticn to present. 


THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by A. || 
Dicxins, Esq., Secretary, informing the House | 
that a quorum of the Senate had assembled, and || 
was ready to proceed to business. Also inform- || 
ing the House that a committee had been appointed 
by the Senate, to meet a Similar committee which | 
might be appointed on the part of the House of || 
Representatives, to wait upon the President of the 
United States and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses had assembled, and that they were 
ready to receive any communication that he might 
be pleased to make. i| 

The messaze having been read— | 

Mr. EVANS resumed the floor, but yielded it | 
for the moment to | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi,who said that | 
it had been usual to adopt a resolution that the |) 
House concur in the last resolution of the Senate. | 
And he submitted a motion to that effect. 

By general consent, the question was put to the | 
House and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution of the Senate was concurred in. | 

SEATS. | 

Mr. EVANS again took the floor. 

Mr. MORSE rose and asked feave to offer a 
resolution which (he said) was customary in the 
organization of the House. Residing faraway on | 
the frontiera of the House, as he did, he had not 
heard whether such a resolution had been offered 


by any other gentleman. The object of it was to || “embers shall be seated. 
ve the Speaker an opportunity (more necessary || 


rom the circumstances which had attended his 
election) to appoint the committees of the House. | 
The Christmas holidays happening just at this | 


time, would be an additivnal reason for the adop- | should sustain it, it would not be in order for the 


tion of his resolution. 


Mr. M. moved, that when this House adjourns, } 


it adjourn to meet at twelve o'clock on Friday 
next. 

Mr. EVANS now asserted his right to the floor, 
stating that the gentleman could offer his resolu- 
tion his (Mr. E.'s) had been disposed of. 


| 
j 





| shall then choose his seat for the present session: Provided, 


| shall cause every aeat to be vacated, and shall see that each 
| seat continues vacant, until it is selected under the order, 


| Evans] had distinctly called for the previous ques- | 
| tion on the adoption of his resoluuon. 


| the demand for the previous question. 
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The resolution was then read in the words fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, immediately after | 
the passage of this resolution, place in a box the uame of 
each member and delegate-of the House of Representatives, 
on a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed, in pres- 
ence of the House, to draw from said box, one at a time, the || 
said pieces of paper; and as each is drawn, he shall an- | 
nouuce the name of the member or delegate upon nu, who 





i 
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‘That before said drawing shall commence, the Speaker shall 
cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see that every seat || 
continues vacant, until it is selected under this order. | 

Mr. EVANS (remarking that a similar propo- 
sition had been adopted at the Twenty-ninth and 
Thirtieth Congresses) demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether it 





|| was in order to move that the consideration of the 
' resolution be postponed ? 


The reply of the Sreaker was not heard. 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the | 


|| adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. MEADE sent to the Speaker’s table the | 


‘| following amendment, which he desired to offer, | 


and which was read: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately after | 
the passage of this resoluiion, place in the bux the name of | 


| eacn member of the House of Representatives, upon a piece | 
| of paper, and that he tien proceed, in the presence of the | 
| House, to draw from said box, one at a time, the said pieces | 


of paper; and ™as each is drawn, he shall annuunce the 
nawe of the member upon it, who shall, in person, or by | 
proxy, choose his seat tor the present session: Provided, | 
That before said drawing shall commence, the Speaker | 


Mr. STRONG rose to a question of order. He | 
stated it to be, that it was notin order for any 
member to propose an amendment to a resolution, 
after the previous question had been demanded | 
upon it. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 


The SPEAKER. The Speaker did not hear | 


Mr. EVANS. I distinctly moved it. 
The SPEAKER. The Speaker states that he | 


| did not hear the gentleman. The previous ques- 


tion having been demanded, it is not in order to | 
offer an amendment. 


liamentary law, (which was the law under which 


| the House was now acting,) the previous question 
| was debatable—provided the debate was confined 


to the previous question itself. 
The SPEAKER said that the main question 


| could not be debated. 


Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether the amend- 


| ment would stand, or would be cut off? 


The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, the 


| amendment would be cut off. 


Mr. HARALSON suggested that no rules had 
as yet been adopted for the government of the 
House. He submitted, therefore, that the pre- 


| vious question was not applicable. 


The SPEAKER said, (in reply to the sugges- 


|| tion of the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Harat- 


son,) that the House was now acting under the 


|| parliamentary law, and that under éhat law the 
|| previous question had been demanded. 


Mr. HARALSON said that he held in his hand 


@ proposition, which he desired, if the other reso- 
| lation was voted down, to offer as a substitute for 
| it, and which heasked should be read. The prop- | 
|| osition was as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House shall place the | 
name of each member of the same, written or printed, on a | 
piece ur pieces of paper of the same size, into a box, and || 
also shall number the seats with legible numbers, from one | 


| to two-hundred and thirty-one, and one of the pages of the | 


House shall take out one of the names from the box ata | 
time; andthe member whose name shall be thus drawn | 
shall select his seat and announce the number thereof, | 
which shall be noted by the Clerk opposite the name ot | 
the said member, and continue this process until all the | 


The SPEAKER said the question was on the 
resolution of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Evans;} and if that gentleman insisted on his de- 
mand for the previous question, and the House 


gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Haratson] to intro- 
duce his proposition. 
The SPEAKER then (addressing Mr. Evans) | 


| asked him if he withdrew his demand for the pre- | 


vious question. 
Mr. EVANS said he did not withdraw it. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire || tion be adopted 





| to be done. But there is a method of doing it 


| no remarks were in order, except such as applied 


Mr. SCHENCK suggested that, under the par- to the previous questing iieell- 
| 
| 
} 
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whether it was the intention that the resoly,, 
should be carried into effect immediately ? If & 
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the message could not be sent in to-day, f . 
would not be time. am 
Mr. | moved that the whole subje : : 
on the table. dect be lai for 
And the question was taken on that motion and : 
decided in the negative without a division, ° by 
So the House decided that the whole subj. Mi 
should not be laid on the table. ect Be res 
The question then recurred on the demand fy, . 
the previous question. the 
Mr. KAUFMAN asked the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Evans] to withdraw his demang 
for the previous question, to enable him (Mr, K) se 
to offer an amendment, which (he said) would ot 
prevent the gouging which he had seen here whes : 
seats were formerly taken. . 
Mr. EVANS did not withdraw the demand, ‘i 
Mr. KAUFMAN offered to renew it. 
Mr. EVANS adhered to his motion. 7: 
Mr. KAUFMAN desired to have his propos. fe 
tion read. ° 
The SPEAKER said it could only be done by [ime 
general consent. . 
Objections were made. } 
Mr. MORSE called for the reading of the rego. ‘ 
\| lution of Mr. Evans; and it was again read, 
Mr. BOWLIN said he understood that the pre. 
vious question, under the parliamentary law, (fo, 
the House had no rules by which its operatioy Pp 
could be controlled,) was debatable. : 
The SPEAKER. The previous question js it. a 
self debatable, under the parliamentary law; bu ; 
not the main question, which is the resolution be. . 
fore the House. 
Mr. BOWLIN. Ihavea right, as I understand, a 
to show why the previous question should not be 
| sustained by the House. And I wish to make one : 
or two remarks to that point. This thing will be : 


done. Itis bound to bedone, Probably, it ough 


which is not provided for by the resolution of the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a point of order. He 
said he had understood the Speaker to say, that 


The SPEAKER expressed the opinion that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Bowutn,] being a discussion on the resolution 
itself, were not in order. 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he was not about to dis- 
cuss the resolution. But there were other propo- 
sitions, fair and reasonable, to be submitted; as, for 
instance, that the desks should be numbered, and 
that each number should be registered as the name 
was drawn. 

Mr. HOUSTON again called the gentleman 
from Missouri to order. 

The SPEAKER said, it was the opinion of the 
Chair that the remarks of the gentleman from Mu:- 
souri were out of order. 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he knew not by what other 
mode he could show to the House that the pre- 
vivus question should not be sustained. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that he understood he 
had a right to discuss the question why the pre 
vious question should not be ordered. In his 
opinion, the resolution of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland was not perfect, and he (Mr. K.) desired 
that it should be so amended 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. He contended that, under the par- 
liamentary law, debate must be confined exclu- 
sively to the question of time—as, whether the 
previous question should now be ordered. Butall 
remarks affecting the merits of the question were 
clearly out of order. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. Kaurman,] was following in the same 
course which, in the case of the gentleman from 
Missouri, {Mr. Bowxt,] had been ruled out of 
order. The gentleman was not in order. . 

Mr. KAUFMAN then asked Mr. E. to with- 
draw his motion, on the pledge that he (Mr. K.) 
would renew it. 

Mr. EVANS declined. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second. 
Paes the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Which main question was, ‘Shall this resolu 
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And the question was taken, and decided in the 


ative. 
oo the resolution was adopted. 


r. BOWLIN rose to offer a resolution. 
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POSTAGE. rected that no further aid should be rendered by 


. . any agent or officer of the Navy; and I instructed 
La preg ns Smee kann || the Secretary of State to ap es the Minister of 
’ > 





WP ONAL EE vadeynsd torrente wales bi | introduce a bill.to.reduee the-rates of postage, and || the German Empire accredited to this Government, 
e . . 


for the moment. p . 
The SPEAKER then said, the resolution adopted 
by the House requires that this business shall be 


isposed of atonce. The Speaker will order the || President of the United States, by the hands of 
resolution to be again read, that gentlemen may || Col. W. W.S. Buiss, his Private Secretary. 


see what is required of each member in executing 
the order of the House. 

The resolution having been again read— ] 

The SPEAKER said, gentlemen are now re- || 
nested to vacate their seats, and not to take any || 
other until their names shall have been called, and 
they shall have made their selection under the order 
ofthe House. It is made the duty of the Speaker || 
to see that this part of the resolution is complied 
with. Each gentleman will take his seat as his 
name is called, and no other name will be caTfed 
untii sach member shall have made a selection. || 
Gentlemen are also requested to remain in their || 
seats after they have selected them, that it may be || 
seen that those seats have been taken. 

The House then proceeded to the execution of 
its own order. 





THE PROCESS. 


A general abdication followed. The members | 
ured forth in continuous streams down the 
«veins and alleys” of the Hall to the area in front | 
of the Speaker’s chair, where they stood, with || 
“upturned faces,”’ closely packed together, wait- | 
ing the chances of the lottery. 
he process occupied about an hour and a half, 
and, when completed, presented the result of an en- 
tire metamorphose in the face of the House. The 
nearest were furthest—the furthest nearest. The 
choice seats of the House fell often to the lot of new 
members, not conscious, perhaps, of the treasure 
they had obtained; whilst older members, accus- | 
tomed to be seen and heard, made their distant 
abodes on the remote crusts of the frontier region ; 
scarcely to be seen, and still more doubtfully heard. 


THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. JONES moved that when the House ad- | 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Wendesday next, at 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend } 
the motion by substituting Thursday. 

Mr. JONES suggested that the House should || 
meet on Wednesday, adjourn to Thursday, and || 
on that day adjourn over to Monday, so as to af- || 
ford the Speaker proper time to appoint the com- | 
mittees, 

Mr. MEADE was understood to suggest a joint || 
resolution of the two Houses to adjourn to a cer- || 
tain day, not heard. 

The question was then taken on the amendment || 
of Mr. Evans, and was decided in the affirmative. | 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the motion, as thus amended, was agreed to. 

So the House decided that when it adjourns, it 
will adjourn to meet on ‘Thursday next. 


THE MESSAGE. 


_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 

joint committee to wait on the President, &c., rose 

and notified the House that the committee had dis- 

charged the duty assigned them, and that the 

President had replied that he would send a com- 

—e to the two houses of Congress imme- 
y: 








i 
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HOUR OF MEETING, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, that as 

was now no business before the House, he 

would move that the daily hour of meeting be 
twelve o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. SCHENCK gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow or some succeeding day, ask leave to 
introduce bills of the following titles, viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Ozias; 

a bill to regulate the value of certain foreign 
ins; 

A bill to indemnify the officers and crews of 
vessels of war of the United States Navy, for 
eae shipwreck, fire, or other ae and 
to grant preémpti ights certain 
islands in the Great Miami river.” 


A OL I 


| for other purposes. 


permanent Government on earth. 


— 
EE 
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| of my determination to execute the law of the 
| United States, and to maintain the fajth of treaties 
THE MESSAGE. | en = ae Fan one ne oes = 
‘ we : | su etween the ttment of State and the 
A message, in writing, was received from the | Minister of the Gotuae Banies, is herewith laid 
beiore you. The execution of the law and the ob- 
| servance of the treaty were deemed by me to be 
| due to the honor of the country, as well as to the 
| sacred obligations of the Constitution. I shall not 
| fail to pursugthe same course, should a similar 
case arise, with any other nation. Having avowed 
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate || the opinion, on taking the oath of office, that, in 
and House of Representatives: || disputes between conflieting foreign Governments, 
Sixty years have elapsed since the establishment || it is our interest, not less than our duty, to remain 
of this Government, and the Congress of the Uni- || strictly neutral, I shall not abandon it. You will 
ted States again assembles, to legislate for an em- || perceive, from the correspondence submitted to 
pire of freemen. The predictions of evil prophets, || you, in connection with this subject, that the course 
who formerly pretended to foretell the downfall of | adopted in this case has been properly regarded by 
our institutions, are now remembered only to be i the belligerent Powers interested in the matter. 
derided, and the United States of America, at this | Although a Minister of the United States to the 
moment, present to the world the most stable and || German Empire was appointed by my prede- 
|| cessor, in August, 1848, and has for a long time 
Such is the result of the labors of those who || been in attendance at Frankfort-on-the-Main, and 





The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the Chair would lay the message before the House. 

No objection having been made, the message 
was read, as follows: 





| have gone before us. Upon Congress will emi- || although a Minister appointed to represent that 
| nently depend the future maintenance of our sys- 


|| Empire was received and accredited here, yet no 
tem of free government, and the transmission of | such Governmentas that of the German Empire has 
it, unimpaired, to posterity. been definitively constituted. But Mr. Donelson 
"Weare at peace with all the nations of the world, | our representative at Frankfort, remained there 
and seek to maintain our cherished relations of | several ae in the expectation that a a of 
amity with them. During the past year we have || the German States, under one constitution or form 
been copem bya aan See aes ee | eee might at length aes 
- ov } c ! w i 
sduiveapine sega, for é tale, valved’ exienaivh saa ] ing iieene betwen Pressia oad the States of 
tions of our territory with the ravages of a dreadful || Germany, that no such union can be permanently 
pestilence, yet the Almighty has at length deigned || established without her codperation. In the event 
+ atay a aia = restore oe san tas | of the acm = _— a — and i ree 
essing of general health to a people who have || zation of a central Power in Germany, of whic 
acknowledged his power, deprecated his wrath, | she should form a part, Poe se esneee pam 
and implored his merciful protection. || sary to withdraw our Minister at Berlin; but 
While enjoying the benefits of amicable inter- || while Prussia exists as an independent kingdom, 
course with foreign nations, we have not been in- | and diplomatic relations are maintained with her, 
sensible to the distractions and wars which have || there can be no necessity for the continuance of 
prevailed in other quarters of the world. It isa || aa an ree “ pace, Geers ic 
tte dostinias of tations: at we have beon aie ts || the legatice, er Frankfort, tbe, unosShered 26 tia 
maintain, amidst all these contests, an independent || American legation at Berlin. 
and neutral position towardsall belligerent Powers. 1 Having been apprised that a considerable num- 
Our relations with Great Britain are of the most || ber of adventurers were engaged in fitting out a 
friendly character. In consequence of the recent || military expedition, within the United States, 
alteration of the British navigation acts, British || against a foreign country, and believing, from the 
vessels, from British and other foreign ports, will, || best information [ could obtain, that it was des- 
(under our existing laws,) after the first day of | tined to invade the Island of Cuba, I deemed it due 
January next, be admitted to entry in our ports, || to the friendly relations existing between the Uni- 
with cargoes of the growth, manufacture, or pro- || ted States and Spain; to the treaty between the two 
duction of any part of the world, on the same || nations; to the laws of the United States; and, above 
terms, as to duties, imposts, and charges, as ves- | all, to the American honor, to exert the lawful au- 
sels of ae a ee ere cargoes, and ee = een = Sen bs 
ur vessels wi ad mitte esame advantages | expedition and preventing the invasion. 
in British ports, entering therein on the same terms || end, I issued See cores ae the 
British vessels. Should no order in council dis- || officers of the United States, civil and military, to 
ait this legislative arrangement, the late act of | use all lawful means within their power. A cepy 
the British Parliament, by which Great Britain is || of that proclamation is herewith submitted. The 
brought within the terms proposed by the act of | expedition has nore papscpenss a alee “oe 
Congress of the Ist of March, 1817, it is hoped, || act of Congress of the 20th of April, ; 
will be productive of benefit to both countries. || owes its existence to the law of nations and to the 
A slight intefruption of diplomatic intercourse, || policy of Washington himself, shall remain on our 
which occurred between oa eer = | ue poeta over to be the duty of the Exee- 
France, I am ha to say has been terminated, || utive faithfully to obey its injunctions. 
oud our Mintésey thies hee been received. It is, || While this expedition was in progress, I was 
therefore, erento refer now to . rete inmewel as f eee wee pete aces 
stances which led to that interruption. I need not || tion, had been clandestinely and, as wa . 
express to you the sincere satisfaction with which } forcibly carried off in a vessel from New Orleans 
we shall welcome the arrival of another Envoy || to the Island of Cuba. | immediately caused such 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from || steps to be taken as I thought necessary, in case 
a sister republic, to which we haveso long been, and || the information I had received should prove cor- 
still remain, bound by the strongest ties * amity: || rect, aor the er of the agost - & 
Shorly after | had entered upon the discharge || right of every person seeking an asylum 0 
of the Executive duties, | was apprised that a we soil 9 eo S. ., laws. The ae 
steamer, belonging to the German Empire, was be- || alleged to have been abducted was prom 
ing fitted out in the harbor of New York, with the || stored, and the circumstances of the case are now 
aid of some of our naval officers, rendered under || about to weer investigation before a judicial tri- 
the permission of the late Somer’ of the Navy. | beet, I Sree © hers suggest See nee 
This. permission was granted during an armistice || the crime charged to have been i 7 
betwee that Baspire and the Kingdom of Den- \| case is held odious, as being in conflict with our 
mark, which had been engaged in pr wripty. 3 '| opinions on the subject of national sovereignty and 
Holstein war. Apprehensive that this act of in- cis n 
tervention on our an. might be viewed as a vio- | unishment for it, provided in any act of Congress. 
lation of our neutral obligations, incurred by the || The expediency of supplying this defect in our 
treaty with Denmark, and of the provisions of the criminal code is therefore recommended to your 
act of Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, I di- || consideration. 





personal freedom, there is_no prohibition of it, or | 
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I have scrupulously avoided any interference in 
the wars and contentions which have recentiy dis- 
tracted Europe. 

During the late conflict between Austria and 
Hangary, there seemed to be a prospect that the 
latter might become an independent nation. How- 
ever faint that prospect at the time appeared, | 
thought it my duty, in accordance with the gen- 
eral sentiment of the American people, who deeply 
sympathized with the Magyar patriots, to stand 
prepared, upon the contingency of the establish- 
ment by her of a permanent Government, to be the 
first to welcome independent Hungary into the 
family of nations. For this purpose | invested an 
agent, then in Europe, with power to declare our 
willingness promptly to recognize her independ- 
ence in the event of her ability to sustain it. The 
péwerful intervention of Russia in the contest ex- 
tinguished the hopes of the atruggling Magyars. 
The United States did not, at any time, interfere 
in the contest; but the feelings of the nation were 
strongly enlisted in the cause, and by the suffer- 
ings of a Brave people, who had made a gallant 
though unsuccessful effort to be free. . 

Our claims upon Portugal have been, during the 
pee year, prosecuted with renewed vigor, and it 

as been my object to employ every effort of hon- 
orable diplomacy to procure their adjustment. Our 
late Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, the Hon. George 
W. Hopkins, made able and energetic, but unsuc- 
cessful efforts to settle these unpleasant matters 
of controversy, and to obtain indemnity for the 
wrongs which were the subjects of complaint. Our 

resent Chargé d’Affaires at that Court will also 
sting to the prosecution of these claims ability 
and zeal. The revolutionary and distracted con- 
dition of Portugal in past times has been repre- 
sented as one of the leading causes of her delay in 
indemnifying our suffering citizens. But 1 must 
now say it isa matter of profound regret that these 
claims have not yet been settled. The omission 
of Portugal to do justice to the American claimants 
has now aasumed a character so grave and serious 
that | shall shortly make it the subject of a special 
message to Congress, with a view to such ultimate 
action as its wisdom and patriotism may sug- 
gest. 

With Russia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the Italian 
States, we still maintain our accustomed amicable 
reiations, 

Daring the recent revolutions in the Papal States, 
our Chargé d’Affaires at Rome has been unable to 
present his letter of credence, which, indeed, he 
was directed by my predecessor to withhold until 
he should receive further orders. Such was the 
unsettled condition of things in those States that it 
was not deemed expedient to give him any instruc- 
tions on the subject of presenting his credential let- 
ter diferent from those with which he had been fur- 
nished by the late Administration, until the 25th of 
June last; when, in consequence of the want of 
accurate information of the exact state of things at 
that distance from us, he was instructed to exer- 
cise his own discretion in presenting himself to the 
then existing Government, if in his judgment suf- 
ficiently stable; or, if not, to await further events. 
Since that period Rome has undergone another 
revolution, and he abides the establishment of a 
government sufficiently permanent to justify him 
in opening diplomatic intercourse with it. 

With the Republic of Mexico, it is our true 
policy to cultivate the most friendly relations. 
Since the ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe 


Hidalgo, nothing has occurred of a serious char- || 


acter to disturb them. A faithful observance of 
the treaty, and a sincere respect for her rights, 
cannot fail to secure the lasting confidence and 
friendship of that Republic. The message of my 
predecessor to the House of Representatives, of 
the 8th of February last, communicating, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of that body, a copy of 
a paper called a Protocol, signed at Gnslvnte on 
the 30th of May, 1848, by the Commissioners of 
the United States and the Minister of sorese Af- 
fairs of the Mexican Government, having been a 
subject of correspondence between.the Department 
of State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of that Republic accredited to 
this Government, a transcript of that correspond- 
ence is herewith submitted 
The Commissioner on 
States for marki 
Republics, 


the part of the United 
the boundary between the two 
th delayed in reaching San Diego 
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by unforeseen obstacles, arrived at that place 
within a short period after the time required by the 


| treaty, and was there joined by the Commissioner 
/on the part of Mexico. They entered upon their 
| duties; and, at the date of the latest intelligence 


| 





ilic, of the 6th of March, 1844. 


| the interests of the United States. 


from that quarter, some progress had been made 
in the survey. The expenses incident to the or- 
ganization of the commission, and to its convey- 
ance to the point where its operations were to 
begin, have so much reduced the fund appropri- 
ated by Congress, that a further sum, to cover the 
charges which must be incurred during the pres- 
ent fiscal year, will be necessary. The great length 
of frontier along which the boundary extends, the 
nature of the adjacent territory, and the difficulty 


| of obtaining supplies, except at or near the ex- 


tremes of the line, render it also indispensable that 
a liberal provision should be made to meet the 
necessary charges during the fiscal year ending on 
the 30th of June, 1851. I accordingly recommend 
this subject to your attention. 

In the adjustment of the claims of American 
citizens on Mexico, provided for by the late treaty, 
the employment of counsel, on the part of the 
Government, may become important for the pur- 
pose of assisting the Commissioners in protecting 
| recommend 
this subject to the early and favorable considera- 
tion of Congress. 

Complaints have been made in regard to the 
inefiiciency of the means provided by the Govern- 
ment of New Granada for transporting the United 
States mail across the Isthmus of Panama, pur- 
suant to our Postal Convention with that Repub- 
Our Chargé 
d’Affaires at Bogota has been directed to make 


| such representations to the Government of New 
| Granada as will, it is hoped, lead to a prompt re- 
| movai of this cause of complaint. 


| 


| ration of order will afford to the Venezuelan Gov- 
| ernment an opportunity to examine and redress 


| which our representatives at Caraccas have hither- 


| 


| Government. 


| quence to our relations with the other countries 


| larly with the Republic of Chili, will become ex- 
| tensive and mutually advantageous in proportion 





The sanguinary civil war with which the Re- 
public of Vesntatia has for some time past been 
ravaged, has been brought to aclose. In its prog- 
ress, the rights of some of our citizens, resident 
or trading there, have been violated. The resto- 


those grievances, and others of long standing, 
to ineffectually urged upon the attention of that 


The extension of the coast of the United States 
on the Pacific, and the unexampled raping with 
which the inhabitants of California especially are 
increasing in numbers, have imparted new conse- 


whose territories border-upor that ocean. It is 
probable that the intercourse between those coun- 
tries and our possessions in that quarter, particu- 


as California and Oregon shall increase in popula- 
tion and wealth. It is desirable, therefore, that 
this Government should do everything in its power 
to foster and strengthen its relations with those 
States, and that the spirit of amity between us 
should be mutual and cordial. 

I recommend the observance of the same course 
towards all other American States. The United 
States stand as the great American Power,to which, 
as their natural ally and friend, they will always 
be disposed first to look for mediation and assist- 
ance, in the event of any collision between them 
and any European nation, Assuch, we may often 
kindly mediate in their behalf, without entangling 
ourselves in foreign wars or unnecessary contro- 
versies, Whenever the faith of our treaties with 
any of them shall require our interference, we must 
necessarily interpose. 

A convention has been negotiated with Brazil, 
providing for the satisfaction of American claims 
on that Government, and it will be submitted to 
the Senate. Since the last session of Congress, we 
have received an Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary from that Empire, and our 
relations with it are founded upon the most amica- 
ble understanding. 

Your attention is earnestly invited to an amend- 
ment of our existing laws relating to the African 
slave trade, with a view to the effectual suppres- 
sion of that barbarous traffic. It is not to be de- 
nied that this trade is still, in part, carried on by 
means of vessels built in the Gnived States, and 
owned or navigated by some of our citizens. The 
corgespondence between the Department of State 





Dec. 


and the Minister and Consul of the United 

at Rio de Janeiro, which has, from time to , 
been laid before Congress, represents that 
customary device to evade the penalties of ou 
by means of vea-letters. Vessels sold in Brazil 
when provided with such papers by the Conga), 
instead of returning to the United States for a ney 
register, proceed at once to the coast of Afr 
for the purpose of obtaining cargoes of Slaves, 
Much additional information, of the same charac. 
ter, has recently been transmitted to the Depar,. 
ment of State. It has not been considered the 
policy of our laws to subject an American citizen 
who, ina foreign country, purchases a vesse! bu), 
in the United States, to the inconvenience of sen. 
ing her home for a new register, before permit; 
her to proceed on avoyage. Any alteration of the 
laws, which might have a tendency to impede the 
free transfer of property in vessels between oy; 
citizens, or the free navigation of those vessels be. 
tweg@m different parts of the world, when employed 
in lawful commerce, should be well and cautious! 
considered; but I trust that your wisdom will de. 
vise a method by which our general policy, in this 
respect, may be preserved, and at the same time 
the abuse of our flag, by means of sea-letters, in 
the manner indicated, may be prevented. 

Having ascertained that there is no prospect of 
the reunion of the five States of Central America, 
which formerly composed the republic of that 
name, we have separately negotiated with some of 
them treaties of amity and commerce, which will 
be laid before the Senate. 

A contract having been concluded with the State 
of Nicaragua, by a company congrent of Amer 
can citizens, for the purpose of constructing a 
ship-canal through the territory of that State, to 
connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, | have di- 
rected the negotiation of a treaty with Nicaragua, 
pledging both Governments to protect those who 
shall engage in and perfect the work. All other 
nations are invited by the State of Nicaragua to 
enter into the same treaty stipulations with her; 
and the benefit to be derived by each from such an 
arrangement will be the protection of this great 
inter-oceanic communication against any Power 
which might seek to obstruct it, or to monopolize 
its advantages. All States entering into such a 
ar will enjoy the right of passage through the 
canal on payment of the same tolls. 

The work, if constructed under these guarantees, 
will become a bond of peace instead of a subject 
of contention and strife between the nations of the 
earth. Should the great maritime States of Ev- 
rope consent to this arrangement, (and we have 
no reason to suppose that a proposition so fair and 
honorable will be opposed by any,) the energies of 
their people and ours will oe in promoting 
the success of the enterprise. 1 do not recommend 
any appropriation from the National Treasury for 
this purpose, nor do | believe that such an appro- 
priation is necessary. Private enterprise, if prop- 
erly protected, will complete the work, should it 
prove to be feasible. The parties who have pro- 
cured the charter from Nicaragua, for its construc 
tion, desire no assistance from this Government 
beyond its protection; and they profess that, having 
examined the proposed line of communication, 
they will be rea:'s to commence the undertaking 
whenever that > «tection shall be extended to 
them. Should taere appear to be reason, on ¢x- 
amining the whole evidence, to entertain & serious 
doubt of the practicability of constructing such a 
canal, that dcubt coud be speedily solved by an 
actual exploratton of the route. 

Should such a work be constructed, under the 
common protection of all nations, for equal bene- 
fits toall, it would be neither just nor expedient 
that any great maritime State should comma 
the communication. The territory through which 
the canal may be opened ought to be freed from 
the claims of any foreign Power. Nosuch Power 
should occupy a position that would enable " 
hereafter to exercise so controlling an infiuence 
over the commerce of the world, or to obstruct & 
highway which ought to be dedicated to the com- 
mon uses of mankind. 

The routes across the Isthmus, at Tehuantepee 
and Panama, are also worthy of our serious con 
sideration, They did not fail to engage the alter 
tion of my predecessor. The negotiator of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was. instructed ‘ 
offer a very large sum of money for the right 
transit across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The 
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Mexican Government did not accede to the ' | thousand and ninety-two dollars and seventy-three 
sition for the rene of the right of way, proba- || cents, ($10 547,099 73,) making in the whole a | 


already contracted with private proneiie deficit to be provided for, of sixteen mil- 
i 


bly because it 
in.ividuals for the construction of a passage from 
the Guasacualco river to Tehuantepec. | shall 
not renew any proposition te purchase, for money, 
aright which ought to be equally secured to all 
nauons, on payment of a reasonable toll to the 
owners of the improvement, who would, doubtless, 
be well contented with that compensation and the 
guarantees of the maritime States of the world, in 
separate treaties negOuated with Mexico, binding 


her and them to protect those whe should construct || of strict economy in the appropriation and expend- 
the work. Such guarantees would do more to se- | iture of the public money. 


cure the completion of the communication through 
the territory of Mexico than any other reasonable 
consideration that could be offered; and us Mexico 
herseif would be the greatest gainer by the opening 
of this communication between the Gulf and the 
Pacific ocean, it is presumed that she would not 
hesitate to yield her aid, in the manner proposed, 
to accomplish an improvement ao important to her 
own best interesis. 

We have reason to hope that the proposed rail- 
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ons three hundred and seventy-five thousand two 
hundred and fourteen dollars and thirty-nine cents, || 
($16,375,214 39.) The extraordinary expenses of 
the war with Mexico, and the purchase of Califor- 
nia and New Mexico, exceed in amount this deficit, 
ther with the loans heretofore made for those 
objects. I therefore recommend that authority be 
given to borrow whatever sum may be necessary 
to cover that deficit. | recommend the observance 








co, under the act of Congress extending the reve- 
nue laws over California; and measures hare been | 
taken to organize the custom-houses at that and 
the other ports mentioned in that act, at the earliest 
pone practicable. The Collector proceeded over- 
nd,and advices have not yet been received of his 
arrival at San Francisco. Meanwhile, it is under- 
stood that the customs have continued to be col- 
lected there by officers acting under the military 
authority, as they were during the administration 
of my predeceseor. It will, I think, be expedient 
to confirm the collections thus made, and direct the 
avails (after such allowances as Congress may 
think fit to authorize) to be expended within the 


I recommend a revision of the existing tariff, and I Territory, or to be paid into the Treasury, for the 


| ita adjustment on a basis which may augment the 
| revenue. I do not doubt the right or duty of Con- 
| gress to encourage domestic industry, which is the 
| great source of national as well as individual 
| wealth and prosperity. 1 look to the wisdom and 


| which may place home labor at last en a sure and 


purpose of meeting appropriations for the im- 
provement of ita rivers and harbors. 
A party, engaged on the coast survey, was dia- 
patched to Oregon in January last. According to 
| the latest advices, they had not left California; and 


| patriotism of Congress for the adoption of a system | directions have been given to them, as soon as they 


shall have fixed on the sites of the two light-houses 


| permanent footing, and, by due encouragement of | and the buoys authorized to be consjrucied and 


manufactures, give a new and increased stimulus | 


placed in Oregon, to proceed without delay to make 


road across the Isthmus of Panama will be suc- | to agriculture, and promote the development of our || reconnoissances of the most important points on 
cessfully constructed, under the protection of the || vast resources and the extension of our commerce. || the coast of California, and especially to examine 


late treaty with New Granada, ratified and ex- 
changed by my predecessor, on the 10th of June, | 


| Believing that to the attainment of these ends (as 
| well as the nectssary augmentation to the revenue | 


| and determine on sites for light-houses on that 
| coast, the speedy erection of which is urgently de- 


1348, which guaranties the perfect neutrality of || aud the prevention of frauds) a system of specific |) manded by our rapidly increasing commerce, 


the Isthaus, and the rights ef sovereignty and 
property of New Granada over that territory, 
“with a view that the free transit from ocean to 
ocean may mot be interrupted or embarrassed ” 
during the existence of the treaty. [tis our policy 
to encourage every practicable route acrogs the Isth- 
mus, which connects North and South America, 








duties is best adapted, | strongly recommend to | 
Congress the adoption of that system, fixing the 
| duties at rates high enough to afford substantial | 
and sufficient encouragement to our own industry, | 
‘and, at the same ume, so adjusied as to insure 
| stability, 

| The question of the continuance of the Subtreas- 





either by railroad or canal, which the energy and || ury system is respectfully submitted to the wisdom | 


enterprise of our citizens may induce them to 
complete; and | consider it obligatory upon me to 


adopt that policy, especially in consequence of the |, 


absolute necessity of facilitating intercourse with 


of Congress. If continued, important modifications | 
| of it appear to be indispengable. 
| For turther details and views of the above, | 
and other matters connected with commerce, the 


our possessions on the Pacific, || finances and revenue, I refer to the report of the 


The position of the Sandwich Islands, with ref- 
erence to the territory of the United States on the 
Pacific; the success of our persevering and benev- 
olent citizens, who have repaired to that remote 
quarter in chrisuanizing the natives, and inducing 
them to adopt a system of government and laws 
suited to their capacity and wants; and the use 
made by our numerous whale-ships of the harbors 
of the islands, as places of resort for obtaining re- 
freshments and repairs,—all combine to render 
their destiny peculiarly interesting to us. Itis our 
duty te eucourage the authorities of those islands 
in their efforts to improve and elevate the moral 
condition of the inhabitants; and we should make 
reasonable allowances for the difficulties insepara- 
ble from this task, -We desire that the isiands 
may maintain their independence, and that other 
nations should concur with us ia this sentiment. 
We could, in no event, be indifferent to their pass- 
ing under the dominion of any other Power. The 
principal commercial States have in this a common 
interest, and it is to be hoped that no one of them 
will attempt to interpose obstacles to the entire in- 
dependence of the isiands. 

he receipts into the Treasury for the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th of June last were, in cash, 
forty-eight millions eight hundred and thirty thou- 
sand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, ($48,- 
830,097 50,) and in Treasury nutes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thyrty-three thousaud 
doliara, (§10,833,000,) making an aggregate of 
fifty-nine millions six hundred and sixty-three 
thousand ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, 
($59,663,097 50;) and the expenditures for the 
same tine were, in cash, forty-six millions seven 
hundred and ninety-eight thousand six hundred and 
sixty-seven dollars aod eighty-two cents, (}46,- 
798,667 82;) and in Treasury notes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thirty-three thousand 
dollars, ($10,833,000, making an aggregate of fifty- 
seven millions six hundred and thirty-one thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
“Thip-swe cents, ($97,631 82.) 

The accounts and estimates which will be sub- 
mitted to Congress in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, show that there will probably be a 
deficit, occasioned by the expenses pe i Mexican 


millions eight handred and twenty-eight 
one hundred and twenty-one dollars and “ry 
cents, ( 21 66,) and on the Ist day of 


Secretary of the Treasury. 





jul 
185], of ten milliwns five hundred and leayenrpen A 


No direct aid has been given by the General | 
Government to the improvement of agriculture, 
| except by the expenditure of small sums for the 
| collection and publication of agricultural statistics, 
and for some chemical analyses, which have been, 
thus far, paid for out of the patent fund. This aid 
is, in my opinion, wholly inadequate. To give to 
this leading branch of American industry the en- 
couragement which it merits, | respectfully recom- 
mend the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau, 
to be connected with the Department of the Inte- 
| rior. To elevate the social condition of the agri- 


| 


his means of usefulness to his country, by multi- 
plying his sources of information, should be ,the 





with every legislator. 

No civil government having been pees by 
Congress for California, the people of that Terri- 
tory, impelled by the necessities of their politcal 


condition, recently met in convention, for the pur- | 


pose of forming a constitution and State govern- 
ment, which the latest advices give me reason to 
suppose has been accomplished; and it is believed 
they will shortly apply for the admission of Cali- 
fornia into the Coins as a sovereign State. Should 
such be the case, and should their constitution be 
conformable to the requisitions of the Constitution 
of the United States, | recommend their applica- 
tion to the favorable consideration of Congress. 


lieved, at no very distant period present themselves 
for admission into the Union. Preparatory to the 
admission of California and New Mexico, the 
people of each will have instituted for themselves 
a republican form of government, “ laying its 
foundations in such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their safety and happiness.”’ — 

By awaiting their action, all causes of uneasiness 
may be avoided, and confidence and kind feeling 





\| 
|| tons will be necessary for the effective and suc- 
|| cessful extension of our system of Indian inter- 


| culturist, to increase his prosperity and to extend || 


study of every statesman, and a primary object || 


The people of New Mexico will also, it is be- | 


| I have transferred the Indian Agencies from Up- 


i] pre Missouri and Council Bluffs to Santa Fé and 


| Salt Lake, and have caused to be appointed sub- 
| agents in the valley of the Gila, the Sacramento, 
and San Joaquin rivers. Still further leval provis- 


| course over the new Territories. 
1 recommend the establishment of a branch mint 


| in California, as it will, in my opinion, afford im- 


| portant facilities to those engaged in mining, as 
| well as to the Government in the disposition of 
| the mineral lands. 


|| Lalso recommend that commissions be organized 


| by Congress to examine and decide upon the valid- 
|| ity of the present subsisting land titles in Califor- 
nia and New Mexico; and that provision be made 
for the establishment of offices of Surveyor Gen- 
eral in New Mexico, California, and Oregon, and 
| for the surveying and bringing into market the 
|| public Jands in thoss Territories. Those lands, 
| remote in position and difficult of access, ought to 
be disposed of on terms liberal to all, but especially 

| favorable to the early emigrants. 

In order that the situation and character of the 
| principal mineral deposits in California may be 
ascertained, | recommend that a geological and 
|| mineralogical exploration be connected with the 
|| linear surveys, and that the mineral lands be di- 
vided into small lots suitabie for mining, and be 
|| disposed of, by sale or lease, so as to give our cit- 
|| izens an opportunity of procurmg a permanent 
|| right of property in the soil. This would seem 
to be as important to the success of mining as of 
agricultural pursuits. 
| The great mineral wealth of California, and the 
|| advantages which its ports and harbors and those 
of Oregon afford to commerce, especiai!y with the 
islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, and the 
| populous regions of Eastern Asia, make it certain 
| that there will arige in a few years large and pvos- 
|| perous communities on our western coast. It 
| therefore becomes important that a line of comma- 
|| nication, the best and most expeditiows which the 
nature of the country will admit, should be opesed 
|| within the territory of the United Staies, ‘om the 
|| navigable waters of the Atlantic or the Gulf of 
| Mexico to the Pacific. Opinion, as elicited and 
} expressed by two large and respectable conven- 
|| tions, lately assembled at St. Louis and Memphis, 
|| points to a railroad as that which, if practicable, 
|| will best meet the wishes and wants of the coyn- 

try. Butwhile this, if in successful operation, 
|| would be a work of great national importance, 
i and of a value.to the country which it woald be 


‘ 











preserved. With the view of maintaining the har- | difficult to estimate, it oughtalso to be regarded as 
mony and tranquillity so dear to all, we shouldab- an undertaking of vast magnitude and expense, 
stain from the introduction of those exciting topics | and one which must, if it be indeed practicable 


of a sectional character which have hitherto pro- 
duced painful apprehensions in the public mind; | use. 
war and treaty, on the Ist day of July next, of five || and | d ;. 
thousand || most illustrious of my predecessors against fur- i condition of the sopeley fPrvie : 
nishing pag fsa or characterizing parties by | pants the work be fi ; and, if it be found so, 
raphica iminati . \| whe 


the solemn warning of the first an 


iscriminations 





|, encounter many difficulties in its construction an 
\ Therefore, to avoid failure and disappoint- 
| ment; to enable Congress to judge whether, in the 


which it must 


ther it should be undertaken as a national im- 


has been appointed at San Frafcis- || provement or left te individual enterprise; and, in 
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extended to it by the Government, I recommend, 
as a preliminary measure, a careful reconnoissance 
of theseveral proposed routes by a scientific corps, | 
and a report as to the practicability of making such 


| 


na road, with an estimate of the cost of its construc- |, 


tion and support. 

For further views on these and other matters 
connected with the duties of the Home Depart- 
ment, | refer you to the report of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

I recommend early appropriations for continu- 
ing the river and harbor improvements which have | 
been already begun, and also for the construciion 
of those for which estimates have been made, as 
well as for examinations and cstimates preparatory | 
to the commencement of such others as the wants | 
of the country, and especially the advance of our | 
poptiation over new districts, and the extension of | 
commerce, may render necessary. An estimate | 
of the amount which can be advantageously ex- 
pended within the next fiscal year, under the di- 
rection of the Bureau of Topographical Engineers, | 
accompanies the report of the Secretary of War, to | 
which I respectfully invite the attention of Congress. 

The cession of ere made by the late treaty | 
with Mexico has greatly extended our exposed 
frontier, and rendered its defence more difficult. 
That treaty has also brought us under obligetions 
to Mexico, to comply with which a military force 
is requisite. But our military establishment is | 





not materially changed, as to its efficiency, from || 
the condition in which it stood before the com- || 
mencement of the Mexican war. Some addition || 
‘| been received and ratified, and such regulations 


to it will therefore be necessary, and I recommend 


to the favorable consideration of Congress an in- || 


crease of the several corps of the army at our dis- | 
tant western posts, as proposed in the accompany- | 
ing report of the Secretary of War. 

Great embarrassment has resulted from the effect | 
upon rank in the army, heretofore given to brevet 
and staff commissions. ‘The views of the Secre- 
tary of War on this subject are deemed important, | 
and if carried into effect will, it is believed, promote | 
the harmony of the service. The plan proposed | 


for retiring disabled officers, and providing an || 


asylum for such of the rank and file as from age, 

wounds, and other infirmities occasioned by ser- | 
vice, have become unfit to perform their respective | 
duties, is recommended as a means of increasing | 
the efficiency of the army, and as an act of justice | 
due from a grateful country to the faithful soldier. | 

The accompanying report of the Secretary of | 
the Navy presents a full and satisfactory account | 
of the condition and operations of the naval service 
during the past year. Our citizens engaged in the 
legitimate pursuits of commerce have enjoyed its 
benefits. Wherever our national vessels have gone 
they have been received with respect, our officers 
have been treated with kindness and courtesy, and | 
they have on all occasions pursued a course of | 
strict neutrality, in accordance with the policy of | 
our Government. 

The naval force at present in commission is as | 
large as is admissible, with the number of men 
authorized by Congress to be employed. 

I invite your attention to the recommendation | 
of the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of a | 
reorganization of the Navy, in its various grades 
of cfficers, and the establishing of a retired list for | 
such of the officers as are disqualified for active | 
and effective service. Should Congressadopt some | 
such measure as is recommended, it will greatly | 
increase the efficiency of the Navy, and reduce its | 
expenditures. 

also ask your attenjion to the views expressed | 
by him in reference to the employment of war- 
steamers, and in regard to the contracts for the 
transportation of the United States mails and the 


— of the systern upon the prosperity of the 
avy. 


vy 

By an act of Congress passed August 14, 1848, 
provision was made for extending post office and 
mail accommodations to California and Oregon. 
Exertions have been made to execute that law; but 
the limited provisions of the act, the inadequacy of | 
the means it authorizes, the ill adaptation of our | 
post office laws to the situation of that country, and | 
the measure of compensation for services allowed | 
by those laws, compared with the prices of labor | 
and rents in California, render those exertions, in 
a great degree, ineffectual. More particular and effi- 
cient provision by law is required on this sub- 


—— 
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the latter alternative, what aid, if any, ought to be \ The act of 1845, reducing postage, has now, by 


its operation daring four years, produced results 
fully showing that the income from such reduced 
postage is sufficient to sustain the whole expense 
| of the service of the Post Office Department, not 
ineluding the cost of transportation in mail steam- 
ers on the lines from New York to Chagres, and 
| from Panama to Astoria, which have not been con- 
sidered by Congress as properly belonging to the 
| mail service. 
It is submitted to the wisdom of Congress 


| now be made, more particularly on the letter cor- 
| respondence. ‘T'his should be relieved from the 
| unjust burden of transporting and delivering the 
| franked matter of Congress, for which public ser- 
| vice provision should be made from the Treasury. 
| I confidently believe that a change may safely be 
| made, reducing all CN eae to the uni- 

less of distance, 


Dee. 24, 


decision shall have been officially submitted to the 

| President for approval. The chek Provided 

| the Constitution, in the clause conferring the qual 

| fied veto, will never be exercised by me, except : 
the cases contemplated by the fathers of the Re. 

public. [I view it as an extreme measure, to be 

resorted to only in extraordinary cases—as wh 

| it may become necessary to defend the Executive 

| against the encroachments of the legislative power 
or to prevent hasty and inconsiderate or unconsi;. 

| tutional legislation. By cautiously confining thig 








whether a further reduction of postage should not || remedy within the sphere prescribed to it in the 


| cotemporaneous expositions of the framers of the 
| Constitution, the will of the people, legitimate! 
| expressed on all subjects of legislation, through 
| their constitutional organs, the Senators and Rep. 
|| resentatives of the United States, will have its full 
| effect. As indispensable to the preservation of 
| our system of self-government, the independence 
|| of the Representatives of the States and the people 


| without thereby imposing any greater tax on the || is guarantied by the Constitution; and they owe 
| Treasury than would constitute a very moderate || no responsibility to any human power but their 


compensation for this public service; and I there- || constituents. By holding the Representative re. 
fore respectfully recommend such « reduction. || sponsible only to the People, and exempting him 
Should Congress prefer to abolish the franking || from all other influences, we elevate the character 


privilege entirely, it seems probable that no de- 
mand on the Treasury would result from the pro- 
| posed reduction of postage. Whether any further 
diminution should now be made, or the result of 


| the reduction to five cents, which I have recom- 


mended, should be first tested, is submitted to 
your decision. 

Since the commencement of the last session of 
Congress a postal treaty with Great Britain has 


have been formed by the Post Office Departments 
of the two countries, in pursuance of that treaty, 
as to carry its provisions into full operation. The 


|| attempt to extend this same arrangement, through 


England, to France, has not been equally success- 
ful; but the purpose has not been abandoned. 

For a particular statement of the condition of 
the Post Office Department, and other matters 
connected with that branch of the public servive, I 
refer you to the report of the Postmaster General. 

By the act of 3d March, 1849, a Board was con- 
‘stituted to make arrangements for taking the 


| seventh census, composed of the Secretary of State, | 


the Attorney General and the Postmaster General, 
and it was made the duty of this Board ‘to pre- 
| pare and cause to be printed such forms and sched- 
ules as might be necessary forthe full enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States; and 
also proper forms and schedules for collecting, in 
statistical tables, under proper heads, such infor- 
mation as to mines, agriculture, commerce, manu- 
| factures, education, and other topics, as would 
exhibit a full view of the pursuits, industry, edu- 
cation, and resources of the country.’’ The duties 
enjoined upon the Census Board thus established 
| having been performed, it now rests with Congress 
to enact a law for carrying into effect the provision 
| of the Constitution which requires an actual enu- 
| meration of the people of the United States within 


| the ensuing year. 


Among the duties assigned by the Constitution 
| to the General Government is one of local and 
limited application, but not on that account the 


| less obligatory. I allude to the trust committed to 


| Congress, as the exclusive legislator and sole guar- 
| dian of the interests of the District of Columbia. I 
| beg to commend these interests to your kind atten- 
tion. As the National Metropolis, the city of 
| Washington must be an object of general interest; 
| and, founded as it was under the auspices of him 
| whose immortal name it bears, its claims to the 
| fostering care of Congress present themselves with 
| additional strength. Whatever can contribute to 
its prosperity must enlist the feelings of its con- 
| stitutional guardians, and command their favorable 
consideration. 
| Our Government is one of limited powers, and 
| its successful administration eminently depends on 
the confinement of each of its codrdinate branches 
| within its ewn appropriate sphere. The first sec- 
| tion of the Constitution ordains that “all legis- 
tive powers therein granted shall be vested ina 
Congress of the United States, which shall consist 
of a Senate and House of Representatives.’ The 
| Executive has authority to recommend (not to 
| dictate) measures to Congress. Having performed 
that duty, the Executive department of the Gov- 


sibility to. his country. It is under these circum. 
| Stances only that the elector can fee! that, in the 
|| choice of the law-maker, he is himself truly a com. 
|; onent part of the sovereign power of the nation. 
‘| With equal care we should study to defend the 
|| rights of the Executive and Judicial departments, 
|| Our Government can only be preserved in its puri- 
| ty by the suppression and entire elimination of 
| every claim or tendency of one coérdinate branch to 
| encroachment upon another. With the strict ob- 
| servance of this rule and the other injunctions of 
| the Constitution; with a sedulous inculcation of 
|| that respect and love for the union of the States 
| which our fathers cherished and enjoined upon 
} their children; and with the aid of that overruling 
|| Providence which has so long and so kindly guard. 
|| ed our liberties and institutions, we may reasona- 
|| bly expect to transmit them with their innumerable 
} blessings to the remoetest posterity. 
'| But attachment to the Union of the States should 
| be habitually fostered in every American heart. 
For more than half a century, during which king- 
|| doms and empires have fallen, this Union has 
|| stood unshaken. The patriots who formed it have 
| long since descended to the grave; yet still it re- 
| mains,-the proudest monument to their memory, 


1 of the constituent and quicken his sense of respon. 


|, and the object of affection and admiration with 
| every one worthy to bear the American name. In 
|| my judgment its dissolution would be the greatest 
|| of calamities, and to avert that should be the study 
| of every American. Upon its preservation must 
| depend our own happiness and that of countless 
| generations to come. Whatever dangers may 
| threaten it, [ shall stand by it and maintain it in 
| its integrity, to the full extent of the obligations 
imposed and the power conferred upon me by the 
| Constitution. Z. TAYLOR. 

Wasnincton, December 4th, 1849. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. TOOMBS rose and moved the adoption of 

'a resolution, that the message be referred to the 

| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and that fifteen thousand copies extra, with the 

| accompanying documents, be printed. 

He remarked that the number proposed was, he 

| believed, the usual number. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to amend, by adding 
| five thousand copies of the message in the German 
language. ; 
| Mr. HOLMES moved further to amend, by 

adding five thousand copies in the French lan- 


guage. 
Mr. JONES inquired if it waa intended that the 
| additional number to be printed in the German and 
| French languages should include also the accom- 
panying documents? 
r. SWEETSER said, he would be satisfied 
with the additional number of the message alone. 
The question being first on the amendment of 
Mr. Hotmes to print five thousand additional 
| copies of the message in the French, was taken and 
disagreed to. 
The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Sweerser to print the same number of the 
essage in the German— 





ernment cannot rightfully control the decision of The yeas and nays were refused, and tellers 





ject. \| Congress on any subject of legislation, until that 


m 
Mr. HAMPTON demanded the yeas and nays. 
w 


ere asked and ordered. ' 
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Mr. CABELL, of Florida, inquired whether 
the amendment embraced the additional copies of 
the accompanying documents? — 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 

entleman from Ohio not to include’ the accompa- 
s ing documents in his motion. 
Mr. SWEETSER va, that his Seer 
osed the printing of the message only. 
Pir. ROOT desired that the amendment be re- 
duced to writing. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. SweeTser] will please reduce his amend- 
ment to writing. 4 , 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether the res- 
olution and amendments proposed the printing in 
any other languages than the German and English? 

TheSPEAKER. The propositions now before 
the House do not. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired what was the question 
now before the House? 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be first 
upon the amendment to print five thousand addi- 
tional copies of the message in the German lan- 


age. 
. The tellers having been appointed—Messrs, 
Peck and Duer—took their places, and were pro- 
ceeding to take the affirmative vote. 

Mr. BAYLY. Is it in order to discuss the 
amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. _It would be in order had not 
the House already commenced voting. 

The tellers announced the affirmative vote to be 
115. 

And a count of the negatives not being demand- 


ed— 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote on 
the adoption of the amendment; and upon that 


A Memser. Did you vote in the affirmative? 

Mr. BAYLY. Idid. I generally know how 
to effect my purposes. 

I think (said Mr. B.) a worse precedent could 
not be set than the adoption of the amendment 
justagreed to. We have in this country but one 
legislative language, but one national tongue; and 
if we set the example of printing the public docu- 
ments in another tongue than that which is our 
national language, we shall be compelled to follow 
it up by printing our documents in every lauguage 
that prevails in any part of our extended Republic 
—and these languages are precisely as numerous 
as the different tongues which are spoken in Chris- 
tendom. How can you discriminate? If you print 
the message in the German language, why should 
you not print it also in the French? Why should 
you not @ fortiori print it in the Spanish? in the 
Cherokee? the Hungarian? [A voice: * In the 
Pawnee?”’) and in every other language which is 
spoken in our extended Republic? If you depart 
atall from the custom of printing it in our national 
tongue alone, you cannot without improper dis- 
crimination refuse to print itin every tongue that is 
spoken to any considerable extent in the Union. 
If ee are to print the President’s message in the 
different languages which are spoken in the coun- 
try, there will be a much stronger necessity for 
printing the laws too in all these different lan- 
guages. The laws are made to be obeyed. To 


motion, he said, he desired to say a single word. 












enable them to be secret they ought to be printed | 


in languages which the different citizens under- 
stand. There is, therefore, a much stronger reason 
for printing all your laws in these tongues than 
for printing political documents; and if you are to 
£0 to that extent—and if this precedent be set and 
followed, to that extent you must go—what wili 

— next step? You will have to empley inter- 

rs. 

Mr. WINTHROP interposed with a point of 
order. Having adopted no rules and orders, the 
House (he said) were governed only by the par- 
lamentary law; and under that law there was no 
such motion as the motion to reconsider. The 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia was, there- 
fore, not in order. ° 

Mr. BAYLY said he had nearly got through 
ae what he had intended tosay. He would not 

me, ji 
oni ReAReS rae anaes nes with the 
eman from Massachusetts upon point of 
order. The motion to reconsider is not, there- 
fore, in order. The question upon the adoption 


| rilously mean to bring it home to the understanding 


ape 
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of the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia, 
ise Tooass,) as amended, is, however debata- | 
ble. 

Mr. &# ¢LY. I move to lay the resolution, | 


The SPEAKER, who laid before the House the 


following 


o 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
| 


as amented, on the table. If that motion suc- | A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ceed, | will rotlow it up by moving the resolution | ment, covering the report of the Auditor to the 
of the gentleman from Georgia afresh. || Post Office Department. 
Mr. MORSE. I hope my friend from Virginia || _ Also, the report of the Treasurer of the United 
will withdraw the motion to lay on the table. { || States. 
will renew it. || _ Also, the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Mr. BAYLY. - It is not necessary. The mo- | Treasury. 
tion to lay on the table is debatable. ||. Mr. VINTON said it was important that the 
Mr. MORSE. [I represent a constituency, a | last-named document be published at as early 
large portion of whom speak the French language, day as possible. He would therefore move the 
and yet | would not vote for the proposition to || printing of the usual number, and of as many ex- 
have a certain number of copies of the message | tra copies as were ordered printed of the same re- 
printed in that particular language; because, in | port at the last session of Congress. 
addition to the argument which has been submit- || Mr. JONES said, the ** usual number” was de- 
ted by the gentleman from Virginia, there is | termined by the rules of the House. They had 
another one, and an important one, against it. | no rules, and therefore, when they passed an order 
Sir, it should be the object of this Government, as | to print the usual number, how would that number 
far as it can by its legislation, to seek to make || be determined ? 
those who seek an asylum anda homein America,| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
Americans in every sense of the word. And if | by the usual number is meant the same number 
this House, adopting the practice which has pre- |, which has uniformly been ordered printed for a 
vailed to some extent in some of the States, under- |, number of years. 
takes to furnish the Executive documents and Mr. FOWLER. What is the usual number ? 
reports in the various languages, these persons | TheSPEAKER. Thirteen handred and eighty 
will cling with tenacity to their mother tongue, || copies is the usual number printed for several 
and transmit to their children and their descend- || sessions, and ten thousand extra of this report 
ants the habits, the prejudices, and the language | were printed at the last session. 
which they should have left behind them as they | Pending the question— 
crossed the ocean. ||. Mr. BURT called up his motion to adjourn. 
Now, I ask the House if they mean to insist || Which being agreed to— 
upon printing five thousand copies of the Presi- || The House adjourned to Thursday, at twelve 
dent’s message in the German language, that they | 0’clock, m. 








| will at least give me a vole upon the reconsid- || — 
| eration, so as to take again the question of print- | 


IN SENATE. 


ing also in the French language—the court lan- || Monpar, ‘December 24,1849. 


guage of Europe,—and in the Spanish language || ’ 
—the language ofa section’of country almost equal The Journal having been read, : 

in extent to the old thirteen States which has re- | Mr. NORRIS submitted the following resolu- 
cently been admitted into the Union. The people of | tion: 

Louisiana are entitled—if any people are entitled Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authoriz: d to 
—to read the message in the lanzuage which they | employ a clerk, and that be be allowed such rate. of com- 
speak; but while I would not ask it for them, { | Pe@sation as is usually allowed in such cases, 

’ ’ ~ ° ° 
apprehend that common justice requires, if we se- Mr. RUSK said that the Committee of Claims 
had heretofore been allowed to employ a clerk 
of every constituent of the different members of temporarily. It wasexpedient, he thought, that 
this House, that a fair proportion of copies should | the clerkship should be made permanent; and with 
go out to the country in the French language—the | & view to have the subject considered, he moved 
language of Voltuire—the court language of Europe. that the resolution be referred to the Committee of 

Mr. ROOT desired to suggest an inquiry to the Claims; which motion was agreed to. 
gentleman from Louisiana before he took his seat. | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


Mr. MORSE. Certainly. : : 

Mr. ROOT. I wish to know from the gentle- The following message was received from the 
man, if 5,000 copies are printed in the German oe Representatives, by Mr. Camrsen, 
e : 


language, how many each member of this House 
would get for his constituents ? Mr. Prestpent: I am Hirected to inform the Senate that 


‘ : : , | a quorum of the Hopse of Representatives assembled on the 
fi A Voice: — sixteen, which could be bought |, 3d instant, and thaton Saturday, the 22d instant, the Hon, 
or sixteen cents. 


. 5 || Howetn Coss, a representative from the State of Georgia, 
Mr. MORSE. I am discussing the question of | was chosen Speaker thereof, and that it is now ready to 


principle, and, in so doing, it matters very little || Proceed to business. 
whether each member would receive but a solitary ! COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


copy or more. The question is—and it is a se- || be aes 
ria and grave question—whether it is good pol- || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that a com- 


: net oma be appointed by the Chair, upon the 
icy. 1 do not approve of the system of legislating || Mittee of two be appointed by Ir, UpO 

ow to make political capital. If I had desired to ! part of the Senate, to join ~_ yr pean 
make political capital, | would have introduced a || be appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
resolution for the printing of the message in the || 8entatives, to wait on the President of the Unite! 


i : for I ehend that there is not || States, and inform him that a quorum of the tw» 
; "tatiet tthe Duied ates where there is so | Houses of Congress have assembled, and are ready 
large a proportion of the people whose mother — to receive any communication which he may have 
tongue is not the English, as the district which | | Oe ve aleaheer nea Be 
have the honor to represent. | he 2 ERES iG appoine : nators 
But upon principle Lam oppoued to the prop | Davi Mart af fee’ Somer a he comes 
osition, because I am desirous of seeing every | ‘°° , ; 
foreigner in the country acquainted with the lan- | thereupon retired from the Chamber. ges 
guage of the Constitution of the United States; || The following message T ann C rom Ine 
and, if am not mistaken, the Legislature of the || Bante, a Representatives, y Mr. VAMPBELL, 
State of Louisiana—about half of whose popula- | . 
tion are French—have refused any longer to print“ hee House eT aah ae eenens: aes te 
the laws and ordinances of that State in the French | appointed on the pastor the Senate, to wait upon the Presi- 
langusge, thinking that their -people will thereby || dent of the United States, and inform him that a. quorum of 
be induced to learn the language of the Constitu- the two Houses havy assembled, and moseetae _teenive 
. . 1} on he ma : 
ier nanan — ; - i snletndate. the, qoutes pa their part, Mr. Tuomrson or 
But : oe — oa oe si ee || Pennsylvania, Mr. Vivrox, and Mr. Hotmes.” 
be not laid on the table a vote of this House, | 
that gentlemen will give a their votes for the mo- | PETITIONS ARDS AER. |: 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the proposi- | Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition of 
tion to print a certain number of copies in the || Richard Chaney, relative to his claim of ee 
French language was rejected. || tion to a part of the land now occupied by the 
Mr. BURT moved that the House do now ad- || town of Fort Madison; which was referred to the 
journ, but yielded at the suggestion of || Committee on Public Lands. 
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—enee of which no one could deny. Whether or 
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Mr. BORLAND prese.ted two memorials of 
citizens of Dallas, Bradley, and Drew counties, 
Arkansas, praying to be attached to the Cham- 
pagnole land district, and the removal of the land 
office to Caraden, in that State; which were referred 
to the Coramittee on Public Landa 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Angelina 
B. N. Caok, widow of Colonel Wm. J. Covk, for 
compensation for services of her husband, in 
superiniending and organizing Texas volunteers ai 
Point teabel during the Mexican war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


OVERLAND MAIL ROUTE TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. R. also presented the memorial of William 
Bayard, asking that he may be authorized to con- 
tract with the Government for establishing a direct 
line of overland communication frum 8t. Louisa to 
San Francisco, in California; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. WALKER presented resolutions passed 
by the Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the 
cession of the public lands to the States in which 
they lie, on condition that they be granted in lim- 
ited quantities to actual settlers only, at a price 
not exceeding the cost of their survey. 

In presenting the foregoing paper, Mr. W. re- 
marked that it related toan important matter—a 
permanent change of the public land system. He 
would therefore move its reference to a select com- 
mittee. There was an appropriate standing com- 
mittee—that on public lands; but in this instance, 
as it was a new matter before the Senate, and 
coming from Wisconsin as it did, he would rather 
it should go toa select committee in the first in- 
stance. He did not design, however, that any bill 
on the subject should be permitted to pass without 
an examination by the Committee on Public 
Lands; for it was his purpose to move, after the 
subject should have been reported upon by the 
select committee, that it should go to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands for their consideration. He 
would merely ask that it should first go to a select 
commitiee. 

Mr. BUTLER gave notice that he should op- 

ose all such modes of referring papers of this 
ind. The ordinary committees were supposed to 
be impartial, and the matters which appropriately 
velonged to them should go to them in the first 
instance, unless upon an extraordinary occasion. 

The question being taken on the motion to refer 
the subject to a select committee of five, it was 
decided in the negative. 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mitree on Public Lands. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of John 
Henderson, a citizen of the State of Mississippi, 
proposing & plan to reorganize andextend the judi- 
cial system of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

In presenting the foregoing memorial, Mr. F. 
referred to the memorialist as a gentleman well 
known to the country asa distinguished statesman 
and enlightened jurist. ‘The memorial asked the 
passage of a bill of the title above stated. He would 
only say of the memorial, and the bill annexed to it, 
that he had cursorily examined both, and that they 
seemed to be most eee and carefully pre- 
pared for the removal of certain evils, the exist- 
















not the bill was so efficiently framed as to remove 
these evile—whether the mode adopred was the 
most judicious that could be devised, he was not 
prepared to say; but, from the high respect he en- 
tertained for the gentleman who had drafted the 
memorial and the bill, and from the cursory exami- 
nation which he had given them, he was certain 
that the subject was worthy of immediate and 
careful consideration. He therefore moved that 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and be printed; which was agreed to. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the proceedings of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
York, in favor of the construction of a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean, on the 
plan proposed by Asa Whitney; which were re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on sand Canals, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 

In presenting the above paper, Mr, D. said that 


—— 





the high character of the body from which it ema- 
nated, and the gravity of the subject of which it 
treated, fully jus ified the motion to print, which 
he made. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Thomas 
N. Carr, late Consul of the United States for the 
empire of Morocco, asking compensation for 
diplomatic services near that Government; which 
was referred to the Commitee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. D. further presented the petition of Hugh 
W. Dobbin, in behalf of himself and his two sons, 
Lodowick Dobbin and William W. Dobbin, both 
deceased, praying compensation for services and 
sacrifices in the late war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. D atill further presented the petition of 
Edmund Pavenstedt and Frederick Schumacher, 
merchants in the city of New York, asking to be 
released from liability on a custem-house bond; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Fulton, Wisconsin, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route fram Jonesville to Madison, 
in that State; which was referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 


HEIRS OF KOSCIUSKO. 


Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of Ladis- | 
laus Wankoweiz and G. ‘lochman, legal repre- | 
sentatives of the heirs of Thaddeus Kosciusko, 
deceased, asking the protection of the Government 
against certain alleged interference with their rights 
in the courts of the United States by the Emperor 
of Russia; which was referred to the Commiitee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. F. also moved that the memorial be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD observed that there was a 
rule of the Senate requiring that all questions re- 
lating to the subject of prinung should be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. He recollected that 
&@ great many communications in this body had 
been printed at considerable expense, and thata 
a many quesuons had arisen on the subject. 

“he question now was, whether, at the very com- 
mencement of the session, it would not be better 
to apply that rule, and refer all questions of the 





| kind to the Committee on Printing, and have their 


report whether the Senate ought to incur the ex- 


| pense of printing. Th: rule requires the committee 


to report one day after the reference. 

Mr. FOOTE made an inguiry in relation to the 
rule. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied by reading the pro- 
vision of the rule referred to. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed his willingness that the 
motion to printshould take the course prescribed; 
and 

it was accordingly referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. GiNDERWOOD subsequently said, that, 
having called the attention of the Senate to the 
rule on the subject of printing when his friend 
from Mississippi presented his memorial, and the 
Senate having taken the course therein indicated, 
he felt it aduty which he owed to that gentleman 
to move the reconsideration of the action of the 
Senate directing previous communications to be 
printed, in order that they might take the same 
direction. 

Mr. FOOTE insisted, if the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky was moved solely by consideration 
for him, that he would not put the Senate to the 
trouble of reconsidering their previous votes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not desire to trouble 
the Senate. He had proposed a reconsideration 
from a sense of duty. He wished to assure the 
gentieman from Mississippi that he had not made 
the point of order upon his memorial for the pur- 
pose of discriminating against bim. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed his conviction that no 
such motive had actuated the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. The explanation was not necessary. 

Mr. RUSK suggested that it was enurely un- 
necessary to reconsider the preceding votes. The 
memorials already ordered to be printed were very 
ahort, and the expense of printing would be but 
trifling. To move the reconsideration suggested, 
would be taking up the time of the Senate uonecea- 
sarily. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD consented to withdraw his 
motion, in consideration of the shortness: of the 
memorials. 


Dec, 24, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presen 
petition of Thomas M. Taylor, a conn ~ 
navy, praying to be released from liability fo, 
public money lost in consequence of the failure of 
a bank in which it was deposited; which, togethe 
with the papers relating to the same, on the Biles 
of the Senate, was, on motion of Mr. D., referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK submitted documents relating to th 
claim of Hamilton P. Bee, an officer of the arm ; 
asking reimbursement of money expended by him 
for the transportation of subsistence and quarter. 
master’s stores from Camargo, in Mexico, to La 
redo, in Texas; which were referred to the Com, 
ote on Milian Affairs. ; 

r. GEON presented the petit 
Frances C. Elliou, ee of Jesse D. Blliou an 
ceased, late an officer in the Navy, asking rein. 
bursement of the expenses incurred by her late 
husband in receiving and entertaining the repre. 
sentatives of certain foreign powers, while in com. 
mand of the naval forces of the United States jn 
the Mediterranean, between the years 1835 and 
1839; which he asked to have ieferred to the Com- 
miuee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE said that before the vote was taken 
on this subject, he desired to call the attention of 
the Senate to the rule which applies to cases like 
this. This case of Commodore Elliott has been 
before the Committee on Naval Affairs for six or 
seven years, and bas been repeatedly reported 
against. He thought there was a rule of the 
Senate which forbids a continued reference of cases 
which have been reported against, unless upon the 
exhibition of new evidence. It seemed to him that 
this was a very proper case for the application of 
the rule. It was a very old case, which has been 
revived with probably very little expectation of 
success. 

Mr. STURGEON said that he was not aware 
that this case had ever been reported against. He 
was aware that it had been before the Commitiee 
on Naval Affairs a number of years. 

Mr. YULEE said the Secretary would be able 
to ascertain the facts, He believed that this was 
a case of an application for a reimbursement of 
expenses occasioned in the entertainment of distin- 
guished personages abroad. 

Mr. URGEON expressed his willingness 
that the motion should lie .on the table until the 
facts were ascertained; and that course was finally 
adopted. 

r. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Bangor, Maine, asking the erection of a custom- 
house at that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 
On motion, it was 
Ordered, That when the Sznate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Thursday next. 


Before the question was taken on the latter 


order, : 

Mr. DICKINSON rose and said that his pur- 
pose was not to object to the motion, but to ascer- 
tain, as nearly as might be, whether it was pro- 
esp to enter upon business the present week. It 

ad not been usual to transact business during the 
holiday season; and Senators vently went 
away, not expecting business to taken up. 
There were now, he said, Senators desirous to be 
absent for a short time, if business was not to be 
presented; and he therefore wished to inquire 
whether business was to be postponed, as usual, 
or whether the delays thus far would reverse the 
ordinary mode of proceeding. 

No general response was made to this interrog- 
atory ; buta general understanding seemed to pre- 
vail that no public business would be taken up 
until Monday next. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution, which lies over, under the rule: 

That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of the report and maps 
of the survey of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, (0 
Sipe ty igeecten erie ocean 

enan mm 
gaphical Rugiseers ia 1849, ce 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following res- 
olution for the consideration of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Benate ali charges which have pron preferred 
or filed in any of the. departments against individuals who 
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pave been removed from office since the 4th day of March 
last with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the 
offeers have had opportanity to heard, and a 
statement of the namber of removals made under each de- 


rtment. 
The resolution lies over under the rule. 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
insyucted to inquire into the expediency of suspending dip- 
jomatic relations with Austria. 

Mr. C. stated that it was not designed to press 
the resolution until after the holidays. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or at some early day thereafter, ask leave 
to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the benefit of the Territory of Minne- 
sota; é 
A bill granting one hundred and sixty acres of | 
the public land to the actual settlers who shall re- 
side thereon and cultivate a portion thereof for the 

eriod of four years; 

A bill granting to each of the States in which the 

ublic lands are situated a quantity of land equal 
to one re in each several district, to aid in 
making a geological survey of such States, re- 
spectively. | 
CALIFORNIA, NEW MEXICO, AND DESERET. 


Mr. FOOTE gave notice that he would on | 
Thursday next, or on some subsequent day, ask 


leave to introduce a bill to provide for the organi- | of Clemente, Bryan & Co., now on the files of | 


zation of the territoral governments of California, | 





California and the district of Jacinto, in Texas, 
(with the consent of that State,) respectively, to | 
form a constitution and State government, and for 
other purposes, 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that he would ask | 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the payment | 
of the militia called out by the Governor of Florida 
during the recent Indian outbreak. 


CHANGE OF VENUE. 


Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would ask | 
leave to introduce a bill for an act to authorize a | 
change of venue in certain cases. 
SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would ask | 





|| Office and Post Roads; which was agreed to. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


leave to introduce bills with the following titles: | 


A bill to grant to each township in the State of | 
Arkansas an additional section of land for the use 
of common schools; and, further, the right to ex- | 
change the worthless 16th sections for land of good | 
quality; 

A bill granting a pension to Mrs. Nancy Feath- 
erstone; 

A bill for the relief of Cincinnatus Tousdale and 
John C. Connelly; 

A bill to grant to the State of Arkansas certain in- 
undated public lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave | 
to introduce bills with the following titles, viz: 

A bill to provide for the unpaid claims of the 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia State and Con- 
tnental lines of the Revolution; 

_ An act for the relief of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

Also several additional private bills, the notice | 
of which, not being sent to the Chair, could not be 
procured by the reporter. : 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. SEWARD said he had received a memori- | 


al which required a reference to a committee on 


the census. There was, he understood, no such | 


committee of the Senate at present, the committee 
of the last session having expired with the Con- 
gress. He mentioned the matter now, for the pur- 


| 


} 





| 








pose of calling the attention of older members of 

the Senate to the subject, in order that, if neces- 

sary, some action might be taken relative thereto. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. STURGEON asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of 
ne Neneren, surviving administrator of Ste- 

en 


mpson, de 3 which was. to, 
Mr. DICKI IN asked leave to wi from 
the files of the the petition and papera of 
William C. Sterrett; whichwas agreed to, and said. 


ra eee a 


papers were ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. also asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of A. L. Knicker- || 
bocker; which was agreed to, and said papers were | 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. D. also asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of 
Manuel X. Harmony; which was agreed to, and 
oan papers were then referred to the Committee of 

ims. 

Mr. UPHAM asked leave to withdraw from the | 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of Arel | 


Spalding; which was agreed to, and said papers |, 


| 
| 
| 








| 
i 





were referred to the Committee on Pensions. | de 


Mr. BUTLER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the petition and papers of N. 
B. Hill, administrator of Gilbert Stalker; which 
was agreed to, and said papers were referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. B. also moved that the petition and papers 
of Guion & McLaughlin be taken from the files of | 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on the || 
Post Office and Post Roads; which was agreed to. || 

Mr. YULEE moved that the petition and papers | 
of Captain McClelian’s company of Florida vol- | 
unteers be taken from the files of the Senate, and | 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; | 
which was agreed to. I] 

Mr. BALDWIN moved that the petition and | 
papers, on the files of the Senate, of Samuel W. | 
Chilson, be referred to the Committee on the Poat | 


} 


Mr. FOOTE moved that the petiuon and papers | 


, || the Senate, be taken therefrom, and referred to the 
Deseret, and New Mexico, to enable the people of || atedinan of Claims; which was agreed to. : | 


Mr. SEWARD moved that the memorial of N. 
Nye Hall be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that the petition and 





| papers of James Wormsley, and the petition and | 


| of the Senate, and referred to the Commitiee on 


papers of Sarah Crandall, be taken from the files | 


Pensions; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS moved that the memorial of the 
members of the bar of New Orleans, La., in rela- | 
tren to changir 
courts of that State, be taken from the files of the | 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was ordered | 
that Catharine Oliphant have leave to withdraw 


_ her petition and papers. 


i} 


ANNUAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the committee || 


appointed on the part of the Senate to wait upon 
the President of the United States and inform him 


that a quorum of both houses of Congress had |! 


assembled and were ready to receive any commu- 
nication he might have to make, reported that said | 
committee had discharged the duty assigned to | 
them, and that the President had signified his | 
purpose of transmitting his annual message imme- | 
diately. 

Immediately thereafter, the Sergeant-at-Arms | 
announced ‘‘a message from the President of the | 


| United Siates.”’ 


The Private Secretary of the President (Col. W. | 


W. S. Biss) appeared in the aisle, and said: 


‘© Tam requested by the President of the United States to | 
deliver to the Senate a message in writing.” 


The me was opened by the Vice President, | 


and read by Mr. Machin, the Clerk. I 


The reading of the message having been con- | 
cluded— 
Mr. PHELPS moved that the usual number of 


copies of the message, together with the accom- | 


panying documents, be printed for the use of the 
Senate; which was agreed to. 


|, President of the United States. 
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The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 
Mr. VENABLE rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer a resolution which 


(he said) he would send to the Speaker's table to 
be read. 


STATE OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER said, that before the gentleman 
proceeded, he desired to. state to the House what 
was the condition of its business at the time of the 
adjournment on Monday last. 

By unanimous consent, the Speagea had on that 
y laid before the House the mesaage of the 
A motion had 


| been made to refer that message and to print it. 
| Pending that motion, by unanimous consent the 


Speaker laid before the House the annual com- 


| munication from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
| A motion had been made to refer and to print that 


communication; and pending that motion, the 
House had adjourned. 

Previous to these papers having been laid before 
the House, the gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. 
Boyp] had introduced a resolution in relation to the 
rules ofthe House, the consideration of which, upon 
motion, was postponed until to-day. The House ie 
aware (continued the Sprager) that it has adopted 
no rules for ite government. The House is there- 
fore acting under the parliamentary law, so far ee 
that law is applicable to the business of thie Honae. 


|| Under that law, in the opinion of the Chair, all 


questions pending at the me of adjournment were 
lost, and must be renewed before the House can 
pass upon them. The question, therefore, pending 
in relation to the measage of the Preardent and 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, under 


| that decision, will die with the adjournment, and 


must be renewed before they can be acted upon. 
The matter, therefore, before the House, prop- 
erly in order, will be the resolution of the gentieman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Borp,] the consideration of 
which was postponed until to-day. And the 
Speaker would suggest that, in the present state of 


|| things, great confusion would arise by multiply- 
|| ing business, until such times as some rules and 


the practice of the United States 1 orders shall have been established. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE, 


| Mr. BOYD rose to inquire of the Speaker what 
| the effect of the previous question would be upon 
| the resolution he had offered in relation to the 
rules of the House? 

| ‘The SPEAKER. The effect will be to bring 
| the House to a direct vote on the adoption of the 
| resolution. 

Mr. BOYD said he would further desire to be 


|| informed by the Chair whether, if the rules of the 


| last House should be adopted, as contemplated in 
_ his resolution, the Chair would proceed to appoint 
| the committees until an order to that effect had 
been adopted by the House? 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House re- 
| quire that the Speaker shall appoint the commit- 
tees, unless otherwise directed by the Honse, 
The practice always has been, after the rules have 
| been adopted, and before the committees are ap- 
| pointed, to pass an order that the Speaker do now 
| appoint the committees. Until such an order 
shall have been passed, the Speaker will not pro- 
| ceed to the discharge of that duty, although the 
rules may have been adopted. 

Mr. BOYD. Such being the practice, and as 
the Speaker stated that he will not appoint the 
| committees until an order shall have been paseed 
| by the House, | trust there will be no objection 
| to the adoption of my resolution. | move the 
|| previous question upon it. 
| The SPEAKER. The previous question is, 
| demanded. The qnestion is on that motion. . 
|| Mr. WENTWORTH rose to inquire whether, 





EXECUTIVE REPORTS, \| if the previous question was seconded on the res- 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || olution, it would cut off amendments ? Or, whether 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury || it would cover the amendment whieh he (Mr. W.) 
on the finances; which was ordered to be printed | had given notice, on a former day, proposing that 
for the use of the Senate. ___ || the rules of the last House be adopted temporarily, 
Also, two reports of the Treasurer of the United || #0 that the House might ay them, or any of 
States; which were ordered to be printed for the | them, if they did not like them 
use of the Senate. The SPEAKER said there wes no amendment 
Also, a report of the Census Board; which wae || to the resoluiion pending at this time. The gen- 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. tleman from Iilinow (Mr. Wentrworts} had pro. 
Qn motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate || posed to introduce a proposition, but that propor 
then adjourned. sition was not beforethe House. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH said he would ask that 
the resolution he would now send to the Chair 
might be reed. And (said Mr. W.) if the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Boyn] will embrace it 
in his resolution, we will go with him and sustain 
the previous question. 

[Several voices: ‘* Speak for yurself. Do not 
be sure of that.”’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I meant to say that I 
would sustain the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Under the parliamentary law, 
if the amendment of the gentleman from Lilinois 
ber Wentworth] should be pending, and the 

emand for the previous question should be sus- 
tained, the amendment would be cut off, and the 
House be brought to a direct vote on the original 
resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If noamendments can 
be introduced, then the only resource is for gen- 
tlemen to vote down the demand for the previous 
question. 1 trast they will do so. 

Tie SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded tellers on the 
previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (addressing the Speaker) in- 
quired whether, under the parliamentary law, the 
previous question was debatable ? 

The SPEAKER replied that, as he had decided 


a few days ago, che previous question was deba-. 


table—no further, however, than as regarded the 
question of the time when it should be taken. The 
merits of the proposition could not be discussed. 

The resolution of Mr. Borp was then read, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
except the gleventh rule, as they existed at the close of the 
last seasion of Congress, be adopted as the rules of this House 
until otherwise ordered; and thata standing commitice of 
five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on 
Rules. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the lith rule, proposed to be excepted. And it 
was read, as follows: 

“ fn all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma- 
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an election ; 
and where there shall not be such a majority on the first 
batiot, the ballots shall be repeated until a majority be ob- 
tained. [April 7, 1789.) And in all ballotings, blanks shall 
be rej cted, and not taken into the count in the enumera- 
tion of votes, or reported by the tellers.”” [Sept. 15, 1837.) 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, that he merely desired 
to address a single word to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Boyp,] who had introduced this 
resolution. - That gentleman must know, from the 
experience which he had had during his long term 
of service in this Hall, that the adoption of the 
rules now was equivalent to their permanent adop- 
tion. He(Mr.G_) desired that they should be 
amended in some respects. He did not intend to 
enter into debate upon them. He wished to offer 
an amendment, and he hoped that the gentleman 
would withdraw his demand for the previous 

uestion, thathe might have an opportunity of 

oing so. The amendment was one which ought 
to be introduced. 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Boyp whether 
he would withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, or not. 

Mr. BOYD said, he would withdraw it for the 

urpose of modifying the resolution in the manner 
|e would suggest; and when the resolution; as 
modified had been read, he should renew his de- 
mand for the previous question. 

The resolution, as modified by Mr. Boyp, was 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
except the 11th rule, as they existed at the close of the last 
seesion of Congress, be adopted as the rules of this House, 
until otherwise ordered; and that a standing committee of 
five members be appointed, to be styled the Committee on 
Rulea, whose duty it shall be to take into consideration and 
report upen all subjects and matters referred to them, or 
having relation to the rules of proceeding in this House. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that the resolution, 
as modified, should be amended by the addition of 
the words, ‘‘ which committee, as usual, shall 
never report.” The gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Borp,] added Mr. S., knew very well what 
he was about. 

Mr. BOYD (scarcely heard) was understood to 
aay, that he understood very well what he was 
doing; and he knew that if the committee did not 
report, and did not do their whole duty, he should 
cali upon them to do so, for some of the business 


| 


| policy of the gentleman was. 














rules of the House ought to be amended. He re- 
newed the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS claimed the floor. ‘He had 
yielded it, he said, only for a specific purpose. He 
did not think it was right for the gentleman to go 
on and call for the previous question. The gen- 
tleman withdrew the demand—then offered an 
amendment, and renewed the demand. Was that 
in order? od 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Born] had aright to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he would, then, send to 
the Chair another amendment, which he respect- 
fully requested the gentleman from Kentucky 
{[Mr. Boyp] also to adopt as a modification of his 
resolution. 

The amendment was read as follows: 


That the ordering of the previous question shall in n® 
case preclude a member from offering any amendment in 


the House which shall have been offered in the Committee | 


of the Whole. 

Mr. GIDDINGS again asked Mr. Boyp to ac- 
cept it. 

Mr. BOYD said he thought the amendment 


| might be a proper subject to send to the Committee 
| on Rules for its consideration. 


But he could not 
indorse it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he understood what the 
The gentleman 
knew that if the rules of the last House were 


adopted now, they would stand permanently. But || 


the gentleman should be cautious in what he 
did. 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] might yet suffer 
before the adjournment of Congress, by being ina 
minorit 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 1 


jected to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gwpines]} 
going on to debate. If he did so, a general dis- 
cussion would follow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not intend to de- 
bate at all. 

Mr. VINTON said there were some slight 


; amendments which he desired should be made to 
the rules of the last House, and which, he was | 
| sure, would receive the assent of the gentleman 


from Kentucky ona bare statement of them. 
Among these was the rule requiring the Speaker 


| to call the States and Territories for petitions, | 


commencing with the State of Maine; and, alter- 
nately, with the Territory of Wisconsin. Wis- 
consin was now a State, and Oregon was her sub- 
stitute. 

Then, again, there was another rule under which 


| it was made the duty of the Speaker to call for pe- | 
titions every day, for the first thirty days of the | 
session; after which the States were called for pe- | 


titions but once a week. Now, he presumed that 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Borp] would 


readily agree that, at the present session, this | 


rule should be so modified as to allow of petitions 
being called for daily through the month of Janu- 
ary. The delay which had taken place in the 
organization of the House would render such an 
amendment proper. 

There was also another amendment which he 


was anxious to see ingrafted on the rules of the | 


House, and which was an important one on some 
occasions. It was a rule of the House, that when 


a motion was made to strike out a resolution or a | 


bill, and insert a substitute, the friends or support- 
ers of the measure should have a rightto perfect it 
before the vote was taken on striking out the ori- 
ginal and inserting the substitute. The same rule 
applied to the Committee of the Whole. He had 
often seen the committee spend days in perfect- 
ing a bill, by smendment, before taking a vote 
upon the proposition to strike out the whole and 
insert a substitute; and finally, when the question 
was taken, the committee had struck out the whole 
bill and inserted a substitute which put an end to 


all the amendments—not recollecting that none of | 


the amendments to the original bill would be re- 
ported to the House, or could be acted upon there. 
In this state of things, when the substitute was 
reported to the House, instead of the friends of 
the original bill having the privilege to vote upon 
it again, as in commitiee, they were competed 
vote between the original bill, unamended, and the 
substitute. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, interposed, and 
submitted to the Speaker that this discussion was 
entirely out of order. 


W hat he (Mr. G ) had suffered, the gentle- || 


| 


At this stage of the day’s proceedings, a mes. 
sage in writing was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Colonel w 
W. S. Buiss, his Private Secretary. : 

Mr. VINTON said, he had but one word more 
|| to say. When interrupted by the gentleman from 
|| Arkansas, [Mr. ete was mere] 
| about to add, that he had known a substitute to - 
original bill voted upon and reported to the House 
| by a committee, when the House had no intention 
| of adopting the substitute. The amendment he 
| suggested would require that amendments made to 
|| an original bill in committee should be reported to 
|| the House, and that thas an opportunity should 
'| be given to the friends of the original bili to vote 
| upon the amendments made in committee before 
1 the final vote was taken on striking out the original 
| bill and inserting the substitute. 
|| Mr. BOYD said, he was well aware that any 
|| discussion on the merits of the question would be 
| out of order. All the propositions of amendment 
|| which had been suggested were but so many argu- 
| ments in favor of the proposition itself to raise q 
|| standing committee. He (Mr. B.) should no doubt 
|| agree with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vintox] 
|| in many propositions of amendment. But the 
|| House must see the necessity of adopting the rules 
|| of the last House for its government without de. 
| lay. The pressure of that necessity, as every 
‘| gentleman could see, was upon them now. The 
|| difficulties in the way of the business of the House 





| would but increase day by day so long as it was 
| without rules. Let this resolution be adopted. 
|| Let a committee be appointed, to whom all these 
|| various propositions of amendment might be sent. 
|| The committee would consider them, and they 
| would all be properly disposed of. He trusted the 
| House would not now wander from the true point 
|| at issue, which was, whether the proposition he 
| had offered should be sustained ? 
} Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, expressed his 
|| concurrence in the remarks of the gentleman from 
| Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] and other gentlemen, that the 
| rules of the House needed some amendment. But 
| the House, he thought, should first have rules 
|| before proceeding to amend them. It was in the 
|| power of any gentleman, by giving one day’s no- 
| tice, to introduce an amendment; and the House 
|| might require the committee to report upon it; and 
| the apprehension that the committee never would 
|| report, might be obviated in taat way. He 
| trusted, therefore, that the House would imme- 
|| diately sustain the démand for the previous ques- 
|| tion. The House had acted under these rules at the 
| last and the preceding sessions. Let them be re- 


|, adopted now, and afterwards let such amendments 
|| a8 were required be made. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON rose to make an inquiry from 
} 


Mr. Boyp as to the object he had in view in ex- 
He (Mr. H.) did not 
know whether the gentleman contemplated a 
change in the mode of election, or a change in the 
general principle upon which elections had hitherto 
been conducted. He apprehended that in the 
absence of all rules, (and upon this point he would 
ask information from the Speaxer,) under the 
general parliamentary law, and the general prin- 
ciple controlling the election of officers, a majority 
would be necessary. He presumed that if the 
rule was excepted, no change would thereby be 
effected in the majority principle by which elec- 
tions for officers had heretofore been governed. 
Mr. ASHMUN (taking the floor) said that he 
concurred entirely in the opinion expressed by the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp and the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. inane as to the 
|| necessity of the adoption ofrules. He thought that 
the House ought immediately to adopt the rules of 
the last session for its temporary government. In 
that, he thought, all gentlemen would concur. But 
|| that was not the proposition of the gentleman from 
'| Kentucky, (Mr. Born.) That gentleman proposed, 
not to adopt the rules as they existed at the last 
session, but an amendment with them 
which ought to go to the committee. He pro- 
posed to strike out the elevepth rule; the effect of 
which would be, that when the House came to vote 
for other officers, they would be brought to a plu- 
|| rality vote. The gentleman did not disguise that 
|| such was his object. If the gentleman would with- 
draw his amendment, and let it go, as other amend- 
ments would, to the committee which might be 
appointed, he (Mr. A.) would now go with that 
: gentleman in the demand for the previous question. 


|| cepting the eleventh rule. 
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— 


Mr. BOYD desired to say a single word in re- 

ly to the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. || 
Asumun.] If that gentleman had noticed his (Mr. || 
B.’s) course in this Flouse, he would have found | direct reply to remarks that had been made by the 
that he (Mr. B.) had been opposed to the plurality | gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Borp,] the gen- 
principle from beginning toend. He thought it || tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Steenens,] and others, 
best, however, looking to the action of the House, | And now in regard to this previous question: it | 
that the matter should be left within the control of || was a cut-throat instrument of legislation, to keep 
that body. He would rather restore that rule; he || a minority with its nose to the grindstone, and 
would rather see it in its place, and that the House | dealing hardly with it when it was there. He 
should forever abide by that rule in the election of | 7 
its officers. He had, however, no objection in the || incident to its use, since all parties were in a mi- 
world so to modify his proposition as to drop that || nority in this House. 
portion which contemplated to except the eleventh || Mr. INGE rose toa question of order. 





were not in order. 


rule. And, having done this, he resumed his de- || The SPEAKER said that the course of re- | 


mand fer the previous question. = {| mark adopted by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
The SPEAKER directed the resolution as now || Scuenck] was clearly notin order. The previous 

modified to be reed; which was accordingly done. || question was debatable only as to the time when 
Mr. KAUFMAN (addressing the Speaker) | the main question should be taken. 

desired to be informed whether, if the resolution as || Mr. SCHENCK. And | am objecting to its | 

amended should be adopted, it would preclude the | being taken now. 

House from adopting, if necessary, the plurality | TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is objecting 

principle, in regard to the election of its other || generally to the propriety of .the previous ques- 

officers? || tion. 


The SPEAKER, in reply, said that it was in || Mr.SCHENCK. Well, sir, as nothing is in 


the power of the House to alter any rule it might || ordernow, I can only hope that the House, for | 


think proper. | its own security hereafier, will vote down the | 

Mr. KAUFMAN would express the hope, then, | previous question in the present case. 
(hesaid,) that the demand for the previous question || ‘The SPEAKER then put the question, ‘* Will 
would be sustained. He trusted, however, that || the House second the demand for the previous 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Born] would | question?” 


accept the first two suggestions of the gentleman | _ Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Suerrerp I} ; 
|, government, 


immediate necessity.. Although he (Mr. K.)con- || And the question was taken and decided in the | 


from Onio, [Mr. Vinron.] They were matters or || and Waxpo were appointed. 
curred also in the suggestion of the gentleman from || negative—ayes 77, noes 92. 

Onio as to the Committee of the Whole, yet he || So the House refused to second the demand for | 
thought that wasa matter which should be left || the previous question. 

for subsequent consideration. le hoped that,as || And the question recurring on the adoption of 
that portion of the resolution which excepted the 1 the resolution— 

eleventh rule had been stricken out, the House || r. WENT WORTH said that he had but two | 
would now enforce the demand for the previous || objections to the adoption of that proposition. 

question, and thus at once provide some rules for || He would state them, that the House might un- 


iis government, derstand them. In the first place he excepted 
Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether, || tothe number of the committee. Constituted as 


(Mr. Boyp} should be adopted, the House might || of the committee ought to be reduced to five. 
not, upon the report of the committee being made, | There was one very great objection to this change; 
pa any tale, OF adopt any new rule, by the vote | it would give about one to each party in the House. 
of a majority ? 
The SPEAKER said that such had been the || rather than diminished. At all events, it should 
practice of the House. At the last session the || not be diminished. 
Committee on the Rules reported various amend- || There was another objection. During the whole 
ments, which were adopted by a vote of a major- || period of his service in Congress, he had never 


|| known the rules of the House to be altered except | 


ity. 

_Mr. DUER further inquired whether any indi- || by one tremendous, gigantic effort. It would be 
vidual member of the House might offera new for the advantage of the new members that the 
rule, or an amendment to an existing one, and || rules of the last House should be adopted tempora- 
whether that also might be passed by the vote of | rily. Let those rules be adopted until the middle 


& majority ? || of Eebruary forexample. Then let the committee 


The SPEAKER said the Chair could not now || report what amendments they might think proper, | 


give its opinion upon the various propositions || and the individual members might condemn or ap- 


which might be posers When propositions || prove the rules that might please or displease 
should be reporte 


ment germane tothe matter which might be offered 
by a member would be in order. 

Mr. DUER said he wished to send to the Speak- 
er’s table an amendment, that it might be read for 
information. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that he also had had an 
amendment read for information, which was to be 
cut off by the previous question. It was well | 


prepared to swallow the rules at once, especially if | 


{f the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Borp} was 
| willing to restore the committee to its original 
| number, and provide that the House should adopt 
| 


the members would have an opportunity to exam- 
ine them for themselves, and he (Mr. W.) would 


known to all members who had watched the oper- | support the proposition, and also the demand for | 


ation of things here, that the adoption of the rules || the previous question. Until that was done, he 
now would, in fact, be their adoption for the whole || hoped the House would stave off the previous 





session. {it was true thatthe committee might re- | question. If the whole subject was to be gone in- 
port at any time; but when would their report be | to at once, let them have a debate upon it now. 
taken up? He referred to the fact that at the last | Mr. OLDS inquired if it would be in order now 
Congress resolutions and reports at the head of the | to move an amendment to the rules proposed to be 
calendar had remained there for seven months, || adopted ? . 

and that amongst them was a report in relation to || The SPEAKER intimated that an amendment 
an amendment of the rules. | to the resolution would be in order. 

Mr. INGE rose to inquire of the Speaker, what Mr. WENTWORTH appealed to the gentle- 
was the question before the House? 

The SPEAKER said, it was on the resolution || which he (Mr. W.) had given notice to be read. 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Bop.) || Mr. OLDS yielded. 

Mr. INGE said, he understood that the previous | The proposition of Mr. Wentwortn (to adopt 
question had been demanded. || the rules of the last Congress temporarily) was 
The SPEAKER said, such was the fact. | read, as follows: 
wana INGE said he should then insist upon the | Resolved, That *he rules of the House of Representatives 
estion. an session of the Thirtieth 

The SPEAKER said, that the discussion had || Congcem be aiopted, watil the thied Monday im February 
been allowed to go on by the acquiescence of the | 
House. kt woala be the duty of the Chair, if the 


a to consist of nine menrbers of this House, to 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] should be 


revise rules, and report what ones ought to he adopted, 
and what or additions they may deem necessary. 








warned all parties in this House from the dangers | 


| The number, if anything, ought to be increased || 


man from Ohio to yield, to allow the proposition of | 


next, as the rules of this House; and that a committee be | 
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called to order, to pronounce that his remarks | Mr. OLDS moved the following amendment to 
|| the resolution of Mr. Boyp, viz: 
Mr. SCHENCK said, that he was speaking in || 


Add to the 105th rule the following: 
7. Acommittee on so much of the public accounts and 
expenditures, as relates to the Department of the Interior. 
M?. WHITE suggested to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Ops}, the propriety of subsiiuting in 
his amendment the word * Home” for the word 
| ** Interior,”” 
partment.”’ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that the 
| vote just taken seemed to indicate an indisposition 
on the part of the majority of the House to adopt 
any feats for it was perfectly evident that they 
could mature and adopt no system of rules, with- 
out first adopting the rules of the last Congress for 
their government in the mean time. Now, it 
| should be remembered by every gentleman pres- 
| ent, that the majority could atany ume change 
the rules; therefore the rules were within the range 
| and control of a majority during the entire session, 
What, then, could be the objection to now adupt- 
| ing the former rules, so as to proceed to business 
according to rules understood by nearly every 
| member, while few were familiar with the parlia- 
mentary law? He concurred in many of the sug- 
gestions made by the honorable gencleman from 


so as to speak of “the Home De- 


|| Ohio, [Mr. Vinton;] but it was impossible—and 


that gentieman knew it as well as he (Mr. Tj— 
| for them now to go on to act upon the gentleman's 
suggestions, and upon others that probably would 
be made, without some rules for their temporary 


As to the remark of the other gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Scencx,] that that part of the reso- 
lution relating to a committee was a mere ruse, and 


|| that they would never report, he had merely wo 
|, say, that if the majority wanted a change of rules 


| they could control this committee and require them 
to report. If, then, the majority were confident of 
their strength, why would they not unite, adopt 
the rules, and proceed to some busines or other? 
Mr. VINTON moved the following amendment 


i to the amendment: 
if the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky |; this House was, he did not think that the number || 


If, in Committee of the Whole, amendments be made to 


| a bill, report, or resolution, and then such bill, report, or reen- 
| 


| lution b+ further amended by striking out the whole and 
| Inserting such substitute, all of the amendments shail be 
| reported to the House, and the amendments to the original 
bill, report, or resolution, shall be voted upon betore taking 
| the vote on the substitute; and the previous question shall 
| not have the effect to cut off any of the amendments. And 
| this rule shall apply where a section or part of a bill, report, 

or resolution shall have been first amended, and then 
| stricken out and a substitute inserted in its stead. 


He wished merely to say a single word. The 


| House had now no other business before them. It 


| appeared to him, therefore, thatthe present was the 


| Most proper time to discuss the rules. That was 
|| the subject before them, and they could act upon 


| no other. If a committee were raised to report 
upon the rules, by thé time their report should 
come in, members would have other business 


|| which they would be anxious to press upon the 
by the committee, any amend- ] them. It was certain that no new member was || House, and the report would go upon the calendar 


_ or table, and’never be acted upon. He did not 


|| they knew anything of their practical operation. || understand the policy of preventing debate and 
|| consideration of the very subject now before them. 


| He thought it was the very time to consider and 
adopt such rules as all gentlemen would concur in 


Mr. DUER said he had voted against the pre- 
|| vious question because he believed, if they adopted 
1 the rules of the last Congress without limitation 
|| of time, there would be no probability of changing 
| them hereafter. He had no objection to adopting 
|| those rules with a very short limitation of time— 
|| say to the 15th of January. That would force 
|| upon the House the necessity of taking up the re- 
] port of the committee at a very early day, and 
|| then an opportunity would be afforded of discuas- 
'| ing and deliberately considering the whole subject 
|| of rules. His opinion was, that many of the ruies 
| of the last House were bad, and ought to be modi- 
fied; and he did not know why they ought not 
new to be modified. 


| 9 all g ‘ 
the rules as they now existed for a month or two, || the obvious necessity of adopting. 
i| 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (interposing,) 
said, if the gentleman from New York would make 

| the motion to adopt the rulesof last Congress until 
| the 15th of January, he (Mr. T.) would sustain 


him. 

Mr. DUER repeated, that if the rules were now 
to be adopted, it should be only temporarihy—to 
a certain day in February, perhaps, or to the 15th 
of January, a3 he was going to propose. He him- 
self bad certain cations to proposs, which 
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he thought of some consequence, upon which he {| the consideration of the subject of rules; but his 


did not expect to get a vote now. 


|| colleague (Mr. Vinton] had very properly re- 


Mr. BOYD (interposing) sad, if it was in order, || marked that they had now more time for this pur- 
he would accept the gentieman’s suggestion as a || pose than they would have at any future period. 


modification of his resolution. ’ 

Mr. DUER. [have nothing more to say, then. 
Mr. WENTWORTH desired the gentleman 
from Kentacky also to modify the resolution so | 
as to provide that the Committee on Rales should 

consist of nine members. 

Mr. BOYD accepted this suggestion also. 

The resolution, as modified, was then read : 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
ma Ley existed at the close of the last session of Congress, 
be adopted antit the 15th day of January next, and that a 
sthnding courmittee of nine members be appointed, to be 
styled the Committee on Rules, whose duty shall be to take | 
inte consideration and report upon all subjects and matters | 
referred to them, or having relation to the rules of proceed- 
ing in thi« House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is the previous question | 

ending now? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question was 
moved by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he wished to make a sug- 
gestion in reference to the resolaticn. 

Mr. CARTTER addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman’s 
colleague [Vr Scuencx) was upon the floor and 
desired to makeu suggestion in relation to the res- 
olution, tf no e ntleman objected, the gentleman 
fio 1 Ohio would proceed. 

No gentleman o' jected. 

Mr. SCHENCK was about to proceed when— 

Mr. BOYD objected. 

After a word of conversation between Messrs. 
STANLY, BOYD, and the SPEAKER, as to 
whether the unanimous consent had been extended 
to Mr. Scwence to proceed in his remarks—the | 
point being yielded— 

| 





Mr SCHENCK proceeded. He was not (he 
eaid) particularly anxious to speak upon this mat- 
ter. Buta little time since, when considerable lati- 
tude of debate had been allowed all gentlemen 
around him, the rule had been applied to him in 


all its strictness. Having the floor now by this || 


eneral consent of the House, and that consent, as | 
he understood, not having been revoked, he desired 
simply to repeat what he had before said, as to the 
general effect of the adoption of the rules now, 
relying upon a report from the committee hereafter, 
but more particularly to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that if certain modifications were 
to be made, in order to give them efficiency, they 
must be made now. The gentieman from Missis- 
sippi {Mr. Tuompsen] was not right in saying 
that the majority of this Heuse could control its 
action. Time and again occasions had arteen, and 
would arise, when the majority were conquered 
by its own rates and unable to act. Suppose this | 
committee, when raised, rted, and their repert | 
went upon the calendar, and that the calendar were | 
already encumbered with propositions which mem- 
bers, many of them, wished to dodge, the Huuse 





| 
| 





He did not believe that the House would now 
make any general revision of its rules; but there 
were certain obvious modifications which must at 
once commend themselves to the favorable con- 
sideration of the House, and which must be acted 


| Upon now, or they never would be acted upon. 


e had the other day given notice of an amend- 
ment to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, which proposed to abolish the Com- 
mittees on Commerce and on Roads and Canals, 
and in their place to raise two new committees, to 


|| be composed of nine members each, to take their 
|| place among the standing committees of the House, 


viz: a Committee on Foreign Commerce and a 
Committee on Commerce among the States, that 
these subjects of external and internal commerce 


| might be intrusted to two committees, giving to 


each as much business as any one committee 
would do. He was very well aware that a propo- 
sition of this kind would be opposed by every man 
who was opposed to internal improvements; but he 
believed it would commend itself to the favorable 
consideration of the majority of the House, because 
he believed a majority were in favor of some 
judicious system of internal improvements. If 
there was any merit in this proposition, now was 
the time to adopt it before the committees were 
appointed by the Speaker, or it never could ae 
adopted or carried into effect without great di 
culty and confusion. Ifthe House intended, then, 
to modify the rules in this particular, they must 
now do it, or never. 

He was also opposed to the previous question, 
because he wanted a further opportunity of record- 
ing his vote against the hour rule. That rule had 
been adopted for purposes of wise economy, but 
the whole effect of it had been to prolong the ses- 
sions, to make more speaking, and thatofa worse 
quality, than they had ever had before. He de- 
sired the opportunity of again recording his vote 
against it with a respectable minority, at least. 
He had always voted against it, and the experience 
of every session had but confirmed him in his op- 
position to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK having concluded— 

Mr. BURU addressnd the Chair, and inquired 
if the previous question had been moved? 

The SPEAKER. It has been moved, and is 
now pending. 

Mr. BURT. I have nothing then to say. 

The question was then put 10 the House on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Harais of Tennessee, and Jounson of Kentucky, 
were appointed. 

And the vote having been taken, stood, ayes 79, 
noes 71. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 


could never get through them; and away at the || taken. 


further end of the calendar this report might be, | 
where it coeald never be reached. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, reminded 
the gentleman that a reference to the rules would 
show him that under them a proposition to change | 


the rules required at any (me bat oneday's notice. || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. SCHENCK replied: Any parucular or 
specific change, provided it was in order and could 
be got in. 

But that was apart from the question of acting | 
upon the report of the commivtee. He did not. 
believe that one single calendar could be found of | 
one single seesion for the last six years at least 
upon which there had not been at the terme of ad- | 
journmenmt some report upon rules pending and 
unacied apon, because it could never be reached, 
for the very simple reason that the majority of the | 
House could net contre! the busrmess out of order. | 
The truth was, he had often been induced to think | 
that if they would merely adopt the parliamentary | 
lew, and in addition provide fer the intercourse of | 
the two Houses, and the appointment of the com- | 
mittees, they would have better rules—raies which | 
would not hamper the House and prevent its bust- | 
ness. But, he repeated, if they now adopted the | 
rules of the last Congress, he very much doabted | 
whether they would getany material amendments | 
this session. All past experience sustained him 
in this behef. i 

Genuemen had said they could not now go into 





| 


The main question (on the adoption of the res- 
olution) was then taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative without a division. 

So the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. VENABLE rose and sent to the Chair a 
resolution, which he desired might be read. 

The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would 
be required. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
que-ted tv communicate to this House, as varly as he con- 
veniently can, Whether, since the last session of C 
any petsoa has been by him »inted either a civil or mnli- 
tary Governor of California or New Mexico. If any military 
or civil Gevernor has been appointed, their names and their 
compensation. If a military aud civil Governor has been 
united in Que person, Whether any additional asstion 
bas been given ‘or said duties, and the amount of the same. 

Also, that he be requested lo communicate to this House 
whether auy agent or agents, or other persons, have been 
appointed by the President, or avy of the departments of this 
Government, and sent to California or New Mexico, or 
recognized in said Territories by this Government authorized 
10 organize the people of Caliturnia or New Mexico into a 
Government, or to aid or advise them in such orgunization; 
or Whether euch nt, civil Or military Governor, was in- 
structed or directed to aid, preside over, or be present at the 
a sembly of a body of persons called a Convention, in Cali- 
fornia, to control, aid, advise, direct, or participate in any 
manner in the deliberations of that body of persons. Lt any, 
the names of such agent or agents, and their compensation. 

Ailsa, that the President be requested to inform the House 
whether the Executive or oe ot hy ee have 
sent any agent or agents, on part 
Cativernia or New Mexico, 


Governor, civil or military, in California or New 
to any officers of the army of the United States, or any 


Dec. 27, 


| those Territories as to the formation of a government 


ves; and if such agent or agents for 
who they are, and their compensation. have been sent, 


Also, that the President be respectful! uested 
municate to this House all the lastructions ‘given = a 


Mexico, or 


rsons who may have been sent by this Goy 
California or New Mexico, and the seactanlineas cenen . 
munications by them made to the people of said Territories, 
as well as the entire co ence of such agents or Gos’ 
ernor with this Government. And also, whether any person 
or persons have been authorized by this Government. or .. 
| of its departments, to appoint and direct elections | 
Territories, and determine the qualifications of vote: 


OF any 
in said 


same; and whether any laws have beea enacted by cn" 


| supposed Government in California; and if so, what lame 
| And that the President be requested to communicate to this 
| House all correspondence held by this Government with ay 
| persons in California or New Mexico, relative to the heme, 
tion of a governfnent for said Territories by the inhabitani 
thereof; and whether any census of the citizens of said 
| Territories has been made; and the same, if inade, be com. 
| municafed to this House. 


| 
| Mr. WINTHROP said he believed, in the firs, 

place, that there was no authority under which 
such a resolution could be introduced, except by 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had so stated. 

Mr. WINTHROP continued. In the nex 
place, even if the resolution should be received, it 


must, by the rulea of the House, being a call for 
information, lie over one day. He had no par- 
ticular desire to except to the reception of the 
| resolution, if other gentlemen did not; but he 
| should insist upon the enforcement of the rule re. 
| quiring that the resolution should lie over, 
| There was a message from the President of the 
| United States now before the House. It seemed 
| to him that it would be but a matter of respect to 
the Executive, first to consider subjects which had 
already been communicated to them, before calling 
for other information. He therefore renewed the 
motion to refer the message to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
it be printed for the use of the House; and that 
15,000 copies of the message and of the accompa- 
nying documents be also printed. 
And upon that motion, and with a desire to 
avoid the difficulty into which gentleman had fallen 
; in relation to printing these documents in various 
| languages—the French, Dutch, Poy and he 
knew not what else—he moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked Mr. Winturor to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. VENABLE (addressing the Speaker) said 
he presumed his resolution would lie over one day. 

The SPEAKER said he had understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Winturor] 
as objecting to the consideration of the resolution. 
The Chair desired to know whether the resolu- 
tion was to be considered as having been received? 

Objections were made to the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution was 
objected to, and therefore was not received. 

he question then recurred on the demand of 
Mr. Wiytnror for the previous question. 

There was a second. 

The main question was ordered; and, having 
been taken, was decided in the affirmative without 
a division. ‘ 

So the annual message of the President of the 
United States was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and was ordered 
to be printed; and 15,000 extra copies of the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents were also or- 
dered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. ASHMUN gave notice of * a bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, and abolish the franking priv- 


+. COBB, of Alabama, gave notice of a “ bill 
to grant to all American soldiers who have not 
been provided for*by the United States bounty 
lands or pensions, bounty lands.”’ ‘ 
Also, “a bill to graduate and reduce the price 
of the public lands to actual cultivators and sel- 
Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he should 
introduce ** a bill providing for the improvement 
of certain harbors and rivers.” ei 
Also, **a bill granting to the State of Illinois the 
rigth of way, and a donation or lands for 
making a railroad connecting the U pper ans. Lower 
Mississippi with the chain of lakes at Chicago. 
Mr.’ D asked the unanimous consent of the 
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House to offer a resolution, which was read, calling 
yoon the Secretary of War for estimates for the 
improvement of the Miami river, in the State of 


Onis. BAYLY objected. 
THE COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BURT asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, the adoption of which 
(he gaid) it seemed to him was necessary to the 
complesion of the organization of the House, and 
to enable it to proceed with its business. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolve’, That the Speaket do now appoint the standing 
committwes of the House. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER inquired whether there was 
any objection to its reception. 

Mr. BAYLY said it seemed to him that the 
resolution was in order. It related to the organi- 
zation of the House. 

The SPEAKER said he had as yet heard no 

bjection. 
; Me. STANLY said he should object if amend- 
ments were to come in and the House were to 
have all these things over again. 

Mr. BURT inquired whether it would not be in 
order, inasmuch as the rules had been adopted, to 
move a suspension of them. 

The SPEAKER said that such a motion would 
be in order only on Mondays. The rules of the 
jast House having been adopted, the first business 
in order would be the call of the States for peti- 
tions, and then for resolutions. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 


ness. 

Mr. HILLIARD said he hoped objection would 
be withdrawn to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Boat.) He (Mr. H.) understood the Speaker to 
have stated that he did not intend to proceed to 
the appointment of the committees until the order 
had been passed. 

Mr. STANLY remarked that he wished the 
committees to be appointed. 

The SPEAKER interposed and said that he had 
stated to the House that the rules required that the 
sanding committees should be appointed by the 
Speaker; but that the invariable practice had been 
that the Speaker did not appoint them until a 
ergy to that effect had been adopted by the 

ouse, 

Mr. STANLY waived his objection. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is on the 
adoption of the resolution of the gentleman from 
South Carolina. | 

Mr. SACKETT aid, before the question was 
taken, he desired to offer a substitute, which he 
would send to the Speaxer’s chair. 

The substitute was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committees of this House be appointed 
by the House under a viea voce vote of the members thereof, 
aod that it shall require a majority of whose voting to elect. 

‘The SPEAKER said that a portion of the sub- 
stitute was not in order. The preamble was not 
in order, because there was no preamble to the 
original resolution. The amendment also was a 
violation of one of the rules of the House, and 
Would require to™Mle over one day. The rule re- 
quired a majority of members to elect, and the 
gentleman could modify his resolution so as to 
concur with the rule. 

Mr SACKETT modified hie resolution so that 
the committees be appointed by the House under 
the provisions of the seventh rule. 

he question then being on agreeing to the said 
amendment— 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question, desirous, he said, to get rid of debate. 

nd the question on the said demand was taken, 
and decided in the negative. 
there was not a second. 
a ats ROOT beget leave to say to his friend 
tom New York (Mr. Sackert] that he was rather 
too late in the day; that he should have thought of 
his proposition when they were adopting the sys- 
tem of plurality vote. The Speaker was not in the 
chair by his (Mr. R.’s) vote; but he was there by 
the votes of his (the Speaker’s) political frienda, 
on the connivance of his political enemies, and 
fa he was confirmed there by the vote of both 
nends and enemies, He (the Speaker) had been 
= there by the majority of the House—by a 
majority than any Speaker had received since 






{ 


he (Mr. R.,) had been a member of this body; and 
he (the Speaker) no doubt regarded the resolution 
of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sran- 
LY] as his best title to his seat 
thus elected and thus confirmed, might certainly, 
in his (Mr. R.’s) humble opinion, be trusted with 
the appointment of the committees. If gentlemen 
had any difficulty, any scruples in vesting the 
appointment of the committees in the Speaker, 
they should have thought of it before; it now came 
with a bad grace; he(Mr. R.) would never so 
distrust the Chair. If any candidate for the 
Speakership were presented who was not com- 
petent to discharge the high duties of the Chair, 
he (Mr. R.) would not vote for him; and he 
might have sufficient reasons for voting against 
him on other grounds than that of competency. 
But after making a Speaker by a vote so nearly 
unanimous—with about thirty dissenting votes— 
all the rest of the House saying that the Speaker 
was there rightly, that he was the most proper man 
to be there, the House would present themselves 
in astrange and ridiculous position, if they now 
took away from the Speuker thus elected the power 
of the appointment of the commitiees of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose simply to carry 
still further the views to which his colleague had 
alluded. He saw that through the Taylor papers 
of the North the Free-Soilers were charged with 
electing the present Speaker. He desired to say 
to the House and to the country that the Speaker 
held hia seat asa resulting consequence of the plu- 
rality rule which was forced upon the House by 
most of the Whig party, aided by a smail portion 
of those belonging to the other side of the House. 
Bwery reflecting man must have foreseen that re- 
sult—at least ituppeared soto him. All were con- 
scious that 116 members held their seats by aid of 
Democratic votes. There were 114 only elected 
by aid of Whig votes. Of these, two were abseni, 
[Mr. Kine of Georgia and Mr. Gentry, ] leaving 
but 112 who had been elected by the aid of Whig 
votes, Those, therefore, who voted for the plural- 
ity rule must have clearly foreseen the result. He 
had himself pointed many of the Whig party to it. 

Mr. WHITE inquired if the gentleman’s saga- 
city could point out any other mode of organizing 
the House than by the plurality vote? 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied that the Whig party 
had it in their power at any time to elect the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, on the opposite side ot 
the House, [Mr. Strona,] or any other Democrat 
known to be in favor of the proviso; or they could 
have elected any northern Whig who was openly 
committed to that measure. He had himself, and 
other Free-Soilers had, voted for the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] and had the 


W hig party united upon him, he would have been | 


elected on almost any ballot. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired the floor to ask a 
question. He wished to inquire or his colleague 
whe’ner he had not an opportunity to vore fora 
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sessions of Congress. 
| asks if he did not know that that gentleman was 
Now, a Speaker || in favor of the Wilmot proviso? Let his official 
| acta answer the question, 





79 
| eve, elected, and — in this body for te 








e said his colleague now 


They stood on record. 


| The Committee on Territories arranged by that 
| Speaker had refused to teport a bill containing the 














| 


| 


proviso, until peremptorily ordered to do 80 by 
vote of the House. ’ x 


* 
Mr. ROCK WELL asked if the gentleman from 


Ohio intended to say that the Committee on Terri- 
tories refused to report a bill containing the provis- 
ions of 1787? 


Mr. GIDDINGS said, perhaps his lancuage 


was too strong; he should have said they neglected 
to report such a bill. 
chusetts then oceupying the Speaker’s chair had 
also refused to say what he would do in regard to 
so arranging the 
lumbia as to give expression to the sentiment of 


The gentleman from Massa- 


ommittee on the District of. Co- 


| the entire North against the slave trade. 


| 
| 
} 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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|| 
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northern Whig who was committed to the proviso? | 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, Certainly: he did so || 
when he voted for the gentleman to whom he had || 


alluded. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to inquire whether he 
had npt an opportunity of choosing between the 
Whit nominee and the gentleman who was 
elected? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he regretted that his col- 
teague (Mr. Scuenck} had pressed this quesuon 
upon him. He had nut intended to make personal 
allusion to the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Winruror,] who had formerly 
occupied the chair. Bat his coileague had pressed 
him into a position which compelled him to refer 
to that gentleman, which he intended to do with 
perfect respect. 

It was known to the House and to the country, 
that on the assembling of Congress, in 1847, he and 
two other gentlemen, who, with himsei!, had pre- 
viously acted with the Whig party, refused to vote 
for the gentleman at that ume nominated by the 
Whigs. A learned and honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Pacraer,) with his appro- 
bation, had propounded to tne candidate interroga- 
tories concerning the policy which he would pursue 


in relation to certain committees of this body, if 


elected. The gentleman refused to answer the 
interrogatories, but referred to his past acts and 
votes as proof of his future course. These were 
not satis to him, nor to his two friends, 


and they deolined voting for him. He was, how- 





Slatter. 
ally present, and actually witnessed that revolting 
spectacle; but they soon knew all the disgustin 

facts, and so did the then Speaker. 
these scenes, aided by the sentiment of the North 
| and by the voice of humanity, could extort from 
| that committee—arranged as they were by the late 


Mr. SCHENCK said, his colleague had inferred 


from the arrangement of certain committees that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was opposed 
to the proviso. 
colleague did not know that that gentleman had 
moved the proviso te the Oregon tull? 


He wished to inquire whether his 


Mr. GIDDINGS called the House to witness 


| that he had not sought this persona! controversy. 
But as his colleague had pressed him into this 
| matter, he was compelled to enterupon a defence; 
and in making that defence, he would be con- 
Strained to refer to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts more freely than he had felt any inclination 
to do. 
sachusetts had moved the proviso some years ein: 
to the Oregon bill; but, said he, men change thei 
opinions and acts when raised to exalted stations, 
Before he should close his remarks, his colleague’s 
question would be answered. 


It was true that the genileman from Mas- 


He was referring, when last interrupted, to the 


arrangement of the Committee on this District, 
That committee, during the last Convress, ap- 
peared to have been studiously arranged, 80 a8 to 
protect the infamous commerce in human flesh 
carried on in this city. This committee had be- 
fore them the petitions of the North. They had 
witnessed the heart-rending scenes which trans- 


pired on the Avenue in the month of May, 1848, 


| when that mournful procession of fifty-two slavee 
had been marched along that Court street of 


Washington, by the great slave-dealer, Hope H, 
He could not say that they were person- 


But not al 


W hig candidate for Speaker—a report againat the 


slave trade, nor even a word of reproof against 


that traffic, for pursuing which on the eastern shore 
of the Atlantic, we hang men as unsuited to human 


association. 


Bat this was not all. The gentleman at the 


| next session again formed the committee of nearly 


| the same members. 


Indeed, he said he did not 


| recollect as there was any change. And the slave 
| trade was again protected by that committee. 


| 
| 





| 


Now (said he) this same gentleman is again 
brought torward as the Whig candidate for Speak- 
er, and gentlemen are again called on to choose 
between him and the gentleman now occupying 
the chair. He said God forbid that he should 
attempt to make a Selection between them. He 
spoke with perfect respect for both those candi- 
dates; but he did not believe that a member on 
that floor, or a man in the whole country, had, for 


| a moment, believed that he could be driven to suse 


tain either of them. Yet one thing was quite cer- 
tain, the present Speaker could do no worse than 
the former; and there was a chance, a hope that 
he might do better. 

He again repeated that he had hot intended to 
enter into these personal explanations, involving 
the acts of other gentlemen; but the Hou+e would 
bear him witness that it had been forced upon him 
by his colleague. But he had now assigned some 


of the reasons why he had refused to vote for the 
Whig nominee 

Mr. WINTHROP desired (he said) only to 
He did not propose to go into . 
the remarks of the gentle- 
Gippics.) Herather pre- 


say a few words, 


any elaborate reply to 
man from Ohio, (Mr. 








80 


ooemneenaoanen re _ _— 








ferred to remind the House that a reply had already || Columbia with a view to uphold and maintain the 


come from an honorable member on the other side 
—the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.]} 
Tie notes of that gentleman's speech had not yet 
died away, and he was quite sure the House and 
the country would bear in mind that he (Mr. W.) 
had been assailed upon the one side by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, as having been moat ultra in oppo- 
sition to everything Pilon thous in Opposition 
to northern sentiment Upon the subject of slavery; 
while, apon the other hand, he had been held up by 
the gentleman from Tennessee as having in every 
respect gone against southern views, and used the 
pemet and patronage of this House against them. 


statements, these counter speeches, to go out to the 
country to reply the one to the other. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interposing.) Does the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts admit that 
the argument of the gentlemaa from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jounson] is correct ? 

Mr. WINTHROP replied, that he must say to 
the gentleman from Ohio, once for all, without in- 
tending any personal disrespect to the gentleman, 
that he did not design to answer his interrogato- 
ries. Efe had had quite too many of them—quite 
too much aside from any direct purposes (he had 
almoet used a stronger phrase, but he would not 
violate the courtesy of the House,)—he had had 
quite too many of them to treat them with any 
great respect. He had seen a statement going the 
rounds of the papers over the signature of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, which he was prepared to prove, 
which he had proved, to be without the shadow of 
foundation in fact. The honorable gentleman 


from Ohio had voted against him (Mr. W.) for || 


Speaker two years since, and had come out in vin- 
dication of himself in the Ohio papers, and arrayed 
against bim (Mr, W.)a fact, or what the gentle- 


man called a fact, which had not the shadow of | 


truth. He (Mr. W.) dared say the honorable 
member believed it to be true: he did not impugn 
the gentleman’s veracity, neither should the gen- 
tleman tempt him (Mr, W ) to do it. But the 
gentieman had stated as a fact that which was not 
a fact; that which was utterly false. He had ac- 
cused him (Mr. W.) of going into the Whig cau- 
cus at the time the war bill was about to be passed 
in this House, and making a speech in favor of the 
war; and had placed his whole course of action 
against him (Mr. W.) as Speaker of the House, 
upon that ground. He (Mr. W.) had testimony 
from gentiemen whom the House would trust, and 
whom the honorable member would be obliged to 


trust, amply sufficient to prove that an entirely er- | 


roneous and unfounded statement. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (interposing) desired respect- 
fully to inquire of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis, whether he intended to represent that his | 
{[Mec. Wryrurop's] course upon the war question 
was the only objection he (Mr. G.) had taken to 
him as Speaker? 

Mr. WINTHROP replied that he had only in- 
tended to remark that this was the principal burden 
of the gentleman’s letter; that he (Mr. W.) had 
been a supporter of the Mexican war, and, in par- 
ticular, that he had gone to the Whig caucus the 
morning on which the bill was introduced into this 
House, and in a speech had called upon his col- 
leagues to go with him, The gentleman from Ohio | 
had made that charge in his first letter, which he 
(Mr. W.) had denied and proved to be without 
foundation in fact. The gentleman, he (Mr. W.) 


| 


believed, had repeated that charge in a second |, 
letter after ithad been denied. He (Mr. W.) de- | 


nied it still; and he contended that the honorable 
member having twice stated what was untrue, 
and not having withdrawn it when it had been 
proved to be untrue, was no longer entitled to 


respect. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interposing.) Does the | 
genileman admit the truth of the letter of E. D. | 
Culver, of New York? Is that true or false? 

Mr. WINTHROP, I pronounce the whole | 
statement false, that at that meeting, or at any other | 


time, 1 made a apeech in favor of the war. 1 pro- || 


nounce the whole statement to be false. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I pronounce it to be true. | 

Mr. WINTHROP (resuming) said he would | 
now proceed to notice another statement which had | 
been made this morning by the gentleman from | 
Ohio. The honorable member had said that he 
had refused to vote for a Speaker who had sedu- 
lously composed the Committee on the District of | 











| slave trade in the District of Columbia, 

| Mr. GIDDINGS, I said that the gentleman 
had arranged a committee who had sedulously 
| maintained and protected it. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he thought the House 
| would bear him witness that the honorable gen- 
| tleman had said that the Speaker of the last Con- 
| gress had sedulously composed the Committee on 
the District of Columbia with a view to protect 
| the slave trade in the District. But he took the 


|| slatement as the gentleman now made it, that he 
| (Mr. W_) had arranged a committee who had 
|| sedulously upheld and maintained the slave trade 
tow he was quite willing to allow these counter || 


in the Districtof Columbia. At the very last ses- 
| sion of Congress the committee appointed by him 
| (Mr. W.) had reported to this House a bill to 
| abolish the slave trade in the District of Columbia; 
and when the motion was made to lay on the table, 
six out of the nine members who constituted that 
| committee had voted against laying it on the table, 
| He (Mr. W.) had the impression that the bill was 
| drafted by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
| Brown,] who was now in his seat. He remem- 
bered that that genUeman had risen and explained 
and vindicated the bill. Jt was a bill which had 
| been assented to by gentlemen on all sides of the 
| House, by gentlemen from the South as well as by 
| gentiemenfromthe North. ‘There were upon that 
| committee five gentlemen from the North and four 
from the South. There were of the members of 
| the House one hundred and forty from the free 
| States, and ninety from the slave States. He would 
| leave it to the House and the country to judge how 
| the propositions in the two cases corresponded. 
But that committee did report a bill for that pyy- 
pose; and, in the face of that fact, the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio+had risen and accused him 
(Mr. W.) with having (as the gentleman now 
made the statement) consiructed a Committee on 
|the District of Columbia who sedulously pro- 
| tected and upheld the slave trade in this District; 
and that the gentleman had assigned as his reason 
| for voting against him. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS (interposing) said he under- 
| stood the gentleman from Massachusetts to have 
| said that that committee reported a bill to abolish 
the slave trade in the Districtof Columbia. There 
| stood the record; and upon that record he (Mr. 
|G.) pronounced that an utterly unfounded asser- 
tion. The record showed no such thing. The 
biil reported by that committee only prohibited the 
bringing in slaves from other States, but did not 
touch the traffic within the District. 
| Mr. WINYHROP (continuing) said he con- 
| fessed the distinction which the gentleman from 
| Ohio took had not occurred to hin as material to 
, this case. It was possible the bill did not go quite 
as far as the honorable gentleman from Ohio, and 
| those who acted with him, thought it ought to have 
| gone. but by gentlemen upon all sides, at least 
by gentlemen from the free States, it had been re- 
| garded as a very great improvement upon any bill 
| which had previously been reported to the House, 
and as being at least fair and equitable. He held 
| that that was at least sufficient evidence—evidence 
which ought to have prevented the gentieman from 
| Ohio from rising in his place and charging him 


|| (Mr. W.) with having sedulously construct®d the 


committee, or (as the gentleman now vaned the 
| charge) with having constructed the committee 
| who sedulously protected the slave trade in this 
District. 

In concluding, he said that he had been be- 
trayed iuto remarks of much greater length than 
he had intended. He had not intended to allow 


| the gentleman from Oto to ruffle his feelings. 


| He trusted he should very soon recover his ordi- 
nary proportion of calmness. There might come 


|| a time, in the course of the session, when he might 
'| feel_more at liberty than he had ever before felt, 


| or than he now felt, to go into this subject and say 
something in reply to the gentleman from Onio 
and to the gentleman from Tennessee. He did 
not see fit at this time, however, to go elaborately 
into a reply to either of those gentlemen. 
Mr. ROCKWELL addressed the House. He 
said: Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Gippine@s,] in his remarks to the House 
this morning, said, that the Committee on the 
Territories, appointed by my honorable colleague 
(Mr. Winrnrep] at the last session of the last Con- 
gress, refused to report bills for the organization of 
territorial governments containing the provisions of 
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lad | 
the ordinance of 1787, or, as he calls it, the Wi 
proviso, until they were instructed to do 80 ‘spd 
vote of the House. When he made that statemss . 
I rose and inquired of him if he meant to state the, 
as a fact to the House and the country. In } 
the gentleman said that he would alter hia phrag’ 
ology, and would say that that committee neglected 
to report those bills containing that matter until 
they were instructed to do so by the House. 
thea appealed to the record, and said, with an ait 
of triumph, that it did and would stand upon 
record, that that committee neglected that dy; 
until they were instructed to perform it by the 
House; evidently intending to convey the idea that 
that committee neglected their duty in this 

for so long a period of time, that the House was 
obliged to instruct them to do what the majority of 
that committee would not otherwise have don 
viz: to report bills for territorial governments jn 
New Mexico and California, containing the re. 
strictions on the subject of domestic slavery, which 
were part of the ordinance of 1787. 

Sir, this representation on the part of the gentle. 
man from Ohio touches not merely the conduct 
and policy of my colleague, the Speaker of that 
House, but also the character and fidelity of the 
members composing the majority of that commit. 
tee—their fidelity to principles well known to have 
been entertained by them, and to their constity. 
ents. For this reason I reply to that representa. 
tion, as unfounded and unjust. Sir, I appeal to 
the record for proof undeniable of the incorrect. 
ness and injustice of his statements and insinua- 
tions. Here it is, sir, the Journal of the last ses., 
sion of the last Congress, By this record it appears 
that at the last session of Congress, which com- 
menced on the 4th day of December, the standing 
committees were appointed on Thursday, the 7ih 
of December—the Committee on the Territories 
among the rest. The House adjourned from that 
day until Monday, the llth. On Wednesday, the 
13th day of December, the resolution ‘instructing 
the committee was adopied, upon the motion of 
my honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Roor.] But 
three legislative days had elapsed between the ap- 
pointment of that committee and the passage of 
that resolution. The period in the session was so 
early and the time had been so short, that the 
committees generally had not been called together 
by their respective chairmen. Few subjects had 
been referred to the committees, and | believe no 
subject had been referred to this committee, except 
one, which was a resolution presented by an hon- 
orable gentleman from lowa, instructing that com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of so dividing 
the Territory of Upper California as to organize 
and extend a distinct territorial government over 
that portion of said Territory which includes the 
white settlements in the vicinity of Salt Lake. 

Sir, the Committee on the Territories consisted 
of nine members. The Journal shows that five 
of those nine members voted for this resolution. 
Hereare their votes: (reading from the Journal:) 
Nathan Evans, Daniel Gout, Julius Rock well, Ca- 
leb B. Smith, and James Thompson. That por- 
tion of the President’s message relating to the 
Territories had not been referred to this committee. 
This resolution was the first matter relating to the 

eneral subject which was refer@@d to them. The 
Snicial shows that on the twentieth day of Decem- 
ber, this committee reported the bill to establish 
the territorial government of Upper California; 
and on the third day of January the bill to estad- 
lish the Territory of New Mexico. Both these 
bills contained those provisions of the ordinance 
of 1787, foreyer prohibiting slavery in those Terr'- 
tories. Now, sir, I submit to this House, and to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gippines) himself, if 
it is just, fair, or cancid, for him to state, or insin- 
uate, that the Committee on the Territories neg 
lected to report territorial bills containing the pro- 
visions of the ordinance of 1787 so long that !t 
became necessary to instruct them to do so. Sir, 
that committee were guilty of no such neglect o 
the gentleman has cha upon them. They 
delayed not at all. The majority of that commit 
tee reported those bills, and always faithfully sup 
pert them, as you, Mr. Speaker, well know, 
or you were a member of that committee, th 
decidedly o to the majority upon 
points. The bills were reported just as soon # 
the appointment of the commitiee as the questions 
of the boundaries of these Territories could 


properly investigated by the committee. | 
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